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Zto Apxaioroyiké Mouaeio Mrjhou, ou Aertoupyel amndé to 1984 kai ote-
ydletal og éva pikpd veokhaoikd kriplo otnv [Adka tng MiAou, exti-
Bevtal apxaidtnteg Mou anmokaAieOnKkav Katd TG avackagIKEG EPEUVEG GTO
vnoi Kai xpovohoyouvtal and tnv Uotepn 4n xiietia m.X. €éwg ta xpioTiavikd
xpdvia.

Ta mpwta ixvn katoiknong ot MAiAo avdyovtar ota veoAiBikd xpdvia,
OmwG €5e1Ee N EMPAVEIQK) APXAIOAOYIKY] €PEUVA TIOU €yIVE OTO VNGl OTIG
apxég NG Sexaetiag tou 1980.

Katd v mpwiun xaikokpatia (3200-2300 mX.) n MArog eivar apketd
TIUKVOKATOIKNWEVN, OTwG @aivetal and TG eyKATAOTAoEIG KAl TOUG TAQOUG
rou evtoniotnkav oe Sidpopeg Béoeig o Ao To vnol. Ektdg and ta yvw-
otd mpwTokukAadIkd ayyeia kar okeln mou extiBevtar oto Mouoeio kai eival
Kolvd oe dAa ta vnold twv Kukhddwy, peydho evdiapépov mapoucidlouv
SUo MpIvVa opoIBPata, evog ommiol e KAPapwtr) OTéyn kai evég mhoiou,
Tiou Mpoépxovtal and tdgoug. Eva tpito miAivo avtikefuevo and tov mpw-
Tokukhadikd oikiopd g Pulakwriig eival éva eidog mpoowreiou(;), Tou
OTEKETAI OE TEOOEPA XapnAd modapdkia.

210 Téhog NG 3ng xINeTiag apxiCel n mepiodog tng Puiakwririg (2300-
1400 m.X.), mou ovopdotnke €10l and ) onuavtkstepn moAn g Miou
Katd v enoxry autr). Aefypa g upnirig moAitiotikig avdmuéng g du-
AaKwTAG eival, ektdg Twv dMwV, N TOAUTTOIKIAT Kepapikr| TTou extiBetar oto
Mouaeio. MNpw oto 1400 mX. To Alyaio katahapBdvetar amd toug Muknvai-
oug Kkai ot Puiakw Xtiletal éva «ugyapoy» Kar éva 1gpd, and To oroio
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ilos Archaeological Museum, which has functioned since 1984, is

housed in a small neoclassical building in Plaka on Milos. It contains
antiquities discovered during excavations on the island and dating from the
late 4th millennium BC down to Christian times.

The earliest traces of occupation on Milos go back to Neolithic times, as is
clear from a surface investigation conducted on the island at the beginning
of the 1980s.

During the Early Bronze Age (3200-2300 BC), Milos was fairly densely
inhabited, as is clear from the building remains and tombs identified at vari-
ous sites throughout the island. In addition to the well-known Early Cycladic
vases and vessels on display in the Museum, which are found throughout the
Cyclades, great interest attaches to two limestone models, one of a house
with a vaulted roof and one of a ship, which were found in tombs. A third
clay object from the Early Cycladic settlement at Phylakopi is a kind of mask
(?) which stands on four low feet.

The end of the 3rd millennium BC saw the beginning of the Phyla-
kopi period (2300-1400 BC), so called after the most important city
on Milos at this time. Evidence for the advanced cultural level attained
by Phylakopi is provided by, amongst other things, the fine pottery on
display in the Museum. About 1400 BC the Aegean was captured by the
Mycenaeans, and a “megaron” of the type found at Mycenae was built
at Phylakopi, along with a sanctuary which has produced a large number
of finds, now on display in the Museum. Important amongst them is the
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ripoépxovtal mfjfog and euprjpata mou riapouacidovtal oto Mouoeio. 2n-
pavukd eival ta kepapikd ayyeia kar okeln, kabwg kar pia povadiky oeipd
e1dwAiwY, petagl twv omoiwv n apiotoupynuatiky «Kupd tg Pulakwmic.

Tov llo ai. mX. 0 x®pog eyKataAemetal evieAdg kal Sev UNdpXel HapPTU-
pia yia avBpamvn dpactnpidtnta otn Miro yia dUo aidveg TOUAIXIOTOV.

> 6An auth ) Hakpid mepiodo (wrig otov alyaiakd x@po, n MAAog dpel-
Ae TNV olkovopikr TG dvBnon otnv ekpetdMeuon Tou oyiavou, Tou neai-
oteloyevoUg autol opuKToU TTou armoteAoUoe yia GAO Tov apxaio KGoUo Ho-
vadiki MPWTN UAN yIa TNV KATAoKeUr] aiXUNeWV EPYAAEinV Kal OTIAWV.

Katd tov 100 ai. mX. Awpieig droikor aivetal mwg 15pUouy oikiopd otnv
niepioxry KAfjua, kdtw and ) onpepivi MNMAdka kai v Tpurntj, otg mha-
YIEG Twv AOgwv tou [Mpogritn HAia kai tng Pavepwpévng, Tou ouvexilel va
KATOIKEal €wG TO TEAOG TNG apXaldTNTAg Kal TG APXEG TWV XPIoTIAVIKOV
xpovwv. [MNpwtoyewdeTpIkd Kal yewpetpikd ayyeia (téAn 10ou-8o¢ ar X))
Exouv €NBel oto Q¢ dn amd Tov TEPACPEVO aldvVa Kal Ta TEPIcOSTERA
KoopoUv &éva pouoeia. 2to Mouoeio extibevtal SUo peydAa kar dMa pikpod-
TEPA Ayyela TG YEWHETPIKAG TiePIOSOoU.

Tov 8o kai Tov 70 ar. X, mapdMnAa Pe TNV Kepapikr mapaywyr] ava-
miooetar otn MAAo kai n pikpotexvia. MARBog oppayidoAibuwy amd
OTEQTITN PE TAPAOTdoElG {WwV, HUBIK®Y OVIWV KAl avOpOmvwy Hop@wV
Bpébnkav otnv Tpunntr kai Befaidvouy tn Aeitoupyia vidmou epyaotn-
piou oppayidoyAugiag mou dkpace oto vnof Afyo mpiv and ta péoa tou
7ou éwg TIG apxég Tou bou ar. X, Meydho evdiagépov mapouaidfouv
dUo Kkatnyopieq peydAwyv ayyeiwv pe diakdopnon amd eAikwtd kooprpa-
ta n pia kar e avdyAuen Siakdéounon n dAAn, mou xpovoloyouvtal Tov
70 kai Tov 60 al. X, ZnPavikEg emnfong efval o emypageg mou owloval
oe emTUPPieg kal avabnuatikég otiAeg, amd Tig MaAaIdTepeg TG EMNVI-
kAG YAwooag oe dwpikr didAekto (6og al. mX.). Avdueoa ota Kepapikd
euprjuata tou Sou ar. X, ouykataiéyetal évag yeydrog apiBudg miAi-
VoV avdyAuewv TAakidiwv ge JuBoAOYIKEG TTAPACTAOEIG KAl OKNVEG TNG
kaBnpepivric Lwrig.

Avabnuatikd kar emtipBia avdyluga padi
pe avdpIkd kal yuvaikeia aydA\Jata Tou exti-
Bevtal oto Mouogio cUPMANPOVOLY TNV EIKS-
Vva TOU €MIOKETTIN YIa TN PnAiakr] Koivwvia ota
eMnVIoTIKG Kal Ta pwpaikd xpdvia.

>ty eioodo Tou Mouaeiou, To YUPIvO ex-
payeio Tou aydhuatog tng mepipnung Agpo-
8ftng g Mrdou mpooTabel va petadwoel
pEPOG amd v anapduiMn xdpn Tou exIé-
UTTEl TO TIPWTOTUTIO, HOVadIkS €Yo TEXVNG,
1o oroio, Yakpid and tov Téro Tou, dmnoTe-
Aef éva and ta onpavtkdtepa ekbépata tou
Mouoeiou tou AoUBpou.

pottery and a unique series of figurines, which includes the “Lady of
Phylakopi”, a masterpiece.

In the Ilth c. BC, the site was completely abandoned, and there is no evi-
dence for human activities on Milos for at least two centuries.

Throughout its very long life in the Aegean, Milos owed its economic flow-
ering to the exploitation of obsidian, a volcanic rock which was a unique raw
material used throughout the whole of the ancient world for the construc-
tion of blades and points for tools and weapons.

During the 10th c¢. BC, Dorian colonists appear to have founded a
settlement in the area of Klima, on the slopes of the Prophitis llias and
Phaneromeni hills, below the modem Plaka and Trypiti. This settlement
continued to be inhabited to late antiquity and Early Christian times. Pro-
togeometric and Geometric pottery (late 10th-8th c. BC) came to light as
early as the last century, most of which now adoms foreign museums. In
the Museum are displayed two large and a number of smaller vases from
the Geometric period.

Alongside the pottery, miniature art was also developed on Milos in the
8th and 7th c. BC. A large number of steatite seal-stones with depictions
of animals, mythical beings and human figures were found at Trypiti, con-
firming the existence of a local seal-carving workshop that flourished on
the island from just before the middle of the 7th down to the early 6th c.
BC. Two categories of large vases, dating from the 7th and 6th c. BC, one
with relief decoration, and the other with spiral ornaments, are of great
interest. There are also some important inscriptions in a Doric dialect
preserved on grave and votive stelai, which are amongst the earliest in
the Greek language (6th c. BC). The 5th c. pottery discovered includes a
large number of relief clay plaques with mythological scenes and scenes
from everyday life.

Votive and grave reliefs and the male and female statues on display in the
Museum complete the visitor's picture of Milian society in the Hellenistic
and Roman periods.

The plaster cast of the famous
statue of the Aphrodite of Milos
(Venus de Milo) at the entrance
to the Museum attempts to com-
municate some of the unrivalled
grace and charm exuded by the
original, unique work of art. Far
from its home, this is one of the
most important exhibits in the
Louvre Museum.
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