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1a voTioavatoAikd mapdNia tng ©pdkng, avdueoa otov lopapo kai tov

‘EBpo, EMnveg droikor and tn >apoBpdkn XtiCouv ota téAn tou 7ou
al. mX. hia oglpd and OXUPWHEVES EYKATAOTAoElG, Tou o Hpddotog ovopd-
Cer «Zapobpnjikea teixeaw. Ol eykaTtaotdoelg AUTEG, TTOU amoteAoUoav TV
[Mepaia tng Zapobpding, exuetalelbnkav oto €makpo T duvatdtnta mou
TIPOCEPEPE N TIEQIOXH) AUTH YIa EAEYXO TWV TTEPACUATWY amd avatoAr| TPog
duon kal mpdofacn otnv evooXwPa Kal TPOCEPEPAV ACTIKEG UTTNPECIEG
Kar eloaydpeva Katavahwtikd ayabd otn ypriyopa avarmuooduevn AT Tou
Bpakikol Paciieiou twv OSpUo®V.

‘Hrtav pia kaipia emAoyrj, n omoia yia apketolq al®veg amépepe MAOUTO
Kkar duvapn kar ouvéBaie otov eEeMnviopd twv Opakwv ng mepioxnig. O
apxafeg mNyég avagépouwv T MeonuBpia, T Apu, ™ Zdvn, ™ ZdAn Kai
apydtepa, ota pwpaikd xpdvia, tnv Téumupa kal to Xapdkwpa. Amd dAeg
auTéG pévo pia éxel eviomoTel kal avaokdmtetal ouotnpatikd. H avaokae-
K} épeuva avétpePe v maiaidtepn droyn, 6t otn Béon autr Ppiokdtav
n MeonpPpeia, kar amédeiEe ST eival n Zodvn n onpavtkStepn Petagy twv
TIOAEWY QUTWV.

H méAn mepiBdMetal and Tefxog, evioxupévo katd diaotriuata pe mdp-
YOug, Tiou TiepIkAeiel ota Bdpeia éva UPwpa, TNV akpSTToAN Tou OIKIGUOU.
Méoa ota épia tou Teixoug amokaAipOnke rdn éva peydho UEPOG Tou To-
AeoSopikoU 1otol pe otevolg Katd kavéva Spduoug Tou opifouv olkodo-
HIKA TeTPdywva.

Aiakpivovtal oUvoAa KaTolKIOV Kal Undpxouv eVOEIEEIG yia To eUmopIKO
KEVTPO NG TOANG. Exouv emiong Bpebel SYo dnudaia ktrjpia, éva pikpd 1gpd
NG Afjunteag kai évag vadg tou AmdMwva, Tou Bewpeital and ta onpav-
KOTEPA EUPAPIATA TWV TEAEUTAIWY XPOVWV.

H taduon tou 1gpol tekunpi®veTar and Ty avaypder) Tou ovopatog
Tou Beol oe évav acuvribiota peydho apiBud — mepimou 300 — Bpauopdtwy
everfypaeng Kepapikig amd to eowtepikd Tou, aMd Kai Tov mepiBdMovta
XWPO Tou. Ta everiypapa autd 6otpaka éxouv Opwg 1ISiaftepn cnuacia, yia-
T padi pe o AiBiveg emypapeg — n pia ek twv omoiwy eival Siy\woon — pag
£€0woav ta Mpwta eppnvelolua OTOIXEl yIa T YAWCoad Twv ©pak)v otnv
mieploxr] autr. Xapaypéveg e eMnVIKOUG Xapaktipeg, aMd akatavonteg
otnv apxr|, anodeixBnke &t anoteholyv T peyalitepn ouykévipwon Bpaki-
KOV EMypapwv mou €xel Ppedel Péxpl orjuepa Kal ag eMETPEPaV yia mowTn
@opd va Tpoceyyicoupe pia diamoTtwuévn AoV ToTikr Bpakikr SidAekto,
n oroia udAiota eupavilel eEAIPETIKY) CUYYEVEIQ PE TNV EMNVIKY YAOCOA.

27N iKer KolAdda ota dutikd tng MOANG amokaAipOnke To vekpotapeio
Tou oikiopoy, Tou édwoe e€alpetikd MAoUoia euprjuata (ayyeia, eidwAia,
XPUOd KOOUrUATa KTA.), Ta OToid Qavepmvouy Tov MAOUTO, TNV akur Kai To
UPnAS MoNTIoTIKS eMiMedo Twv KATtofkwy TG ZOvng.

H méAn épBace oto amdyeio g akprig tng Tov 50 kai tov 4o ar. mX.

>Ta eMNnVIOTIKG XpdvId, 0TO VOTIOSUTIKG TUANA NG TIOANG, éva PIKpS pé-
pOG ToU OIKIoPoU amopov®Bnke amd tnv umdAoimn méAn pe Sikd Tou Tefxog.
H katoiknon ed® ouvexiCetar uéxpl tov 20 ar. X, Autr n eEENEN oupmimel
XPOVIKG [E TNV OPIOTIK| €MKpdtnon twv Makeddvwy BaciAéwy mou, emep-
Bafvovtag otnv mepioxr|, HETABAAOUY TOUG TTONTIKOOIKOVOUIKOUG CUOXETI-
opolg og Ao Tov xWPo NG Opdkng. H Zavn apxilel va mapakudder Kai
otadiakd EpNUMVEL.

la ta emdpeva xpdvia, petd v emkpdtnon Twv Pwpaiwy kar péxpl tov 50
al. pX., Exoupe eEAAXIOTa PHAvVo ixvn TIou SnAMVoUV MepIoTaciakr] Katoiknon,
TPOOWPIVOU XAPAKTHPA.




n the south-east coast of Thrace, between the Mount Ismaros and the

Hebrus (Evros) River, Greek colonists from Samothrace built a series
of fortified installations in the late 7th c. BC, which Herodotus calls “Samo-
thracian forts”. These installations, that comprised the Peraia of Samothrace,
exploited to the maximum the potential of this area to control the passages
from east to west and access to the interior of Thrace as well as to provide
civic services and imported goods to the rapidly growing elite of the Thra-
cian Odrysian kingdom.

They accumulated through the centuries wealth and power and contrib-
uted in the hellenisation of the indigenous Thracian populations. The ancient
sources refer to Mesembria, Drys, Zone, Sale and later, in Roman times,
Tempyra and Charakoma. Of these, only one city has so far been located
and systematically excavated. Earlier associated with Herodotus' Mesembria,
this site has been proved by archaeological research to be Zone instead, the
most important settlement among the cities of the Samothracian Peraia.

The city is encircled by a fortification wall reinforced at intervals by towers.
This encloses a hill at the north, which was the acropolis of the settlement.
Inside the fortifications a large section of the urban tissue has already been
uncovered with streets, usually narrow, defining building blocks.

Groups of houses can be made out, and there is evidence for the com-
mercial centre of the city. Two public buildings have also been found, as well
as a small sanctuary of Demeter and a temple of Apollo, which is considered
as one of the most important finds of recent years.
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The identification of the sanctuary is based on the occurrence of the god's
name in an unusually large number (around 300) of inscribed potsherds
found both inside and around it. These inscribed sherds are of special signifi-
cance. Along with two stone inscriptions — one of which is bilingual — offer
the first decipherable texts in the Thracian language spoken in this region.
They are inscribed in Greek characters, and while quite incomprehensible at
first, constitute the biggest collection of ancient Thracian writings discovered
until today. They allowed us for the first time to begin to decipher a local
Thracian dialect which was apparently closely related to the Greek language.

The cemetery of the settlement, which was discovered in a small valley
to the west of the city, has yielded exceptionally rich finds (vases, figurines,
gold jewelry, etc.), which reveal the wealth, prosperity and high cultural level
of the inhabitants of Zone.

The city reached the height of its prosperity in the 5th and 4th c. BC.

During the Hellenistic period, in the southwestern section of the city, a
small area of the settlement was isolated by means of the construction of its
own wall. Habitation here, continued until the 2nd c. BC. This development
corresponds chronologically with the final prevalence of the Macedonian kings
who crashed the Odrysian kingdom and transformed the political-economic
relationships in Thrace. Zone began to decline and was gradually abandoned.

For the following years, after the Romans established their domination in
the area and until the 5th c. AD, only very few traces exist, suggesting an
occasional occupation of a temporary nature.

Oxupwpatikd teixog City walls

= = = [iBavd turjuata teixoug Possible walls

|. Meprtexiopévog OIKICHOG EMNVICTIKWY XOVWY
Fortified settlement of the Hellenistic period

2. Nadg AnoMwva Temple of Apollo
3. Katoikieg Groups of houses

4. lepd Afuntpag Sanctuary of Demeter



APXAIA ZONH
ANCIENT ZONE

EBPOX/EVROS

@ T: 25510 96214, 25310 22411

KEIMENA: . TXATZOMNOYAQY TEXT: P. TSATSOPOULOU
TENIKH EMIMEAEIA TAN, AIEYOYNZH AHMOZIEYMATON  GENERAL SUPERVISION: ARF, PUBLICATIONS
DEPARTMENT

] ||[ ‘ MNHMEIA KAI MOYXEIA THY EAAAAAY

c-Ticketing system

QA

Hellenic Organization of Cultural Resources
Davelopment (HOCRED)

WGP T

EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA
HELLENIC REPUBLIC

Yroupyeio MoArtiopoy kar ABAnuicpol

Ministry of Culture and Sports



https://www.culture.gov.gr/el/SitePages/default.aspx
https://etickets.tap.gr
https://www.google.gr/maps/place/Αρχαιολογικός+Χώρος+Μεσημβρίας+Ζώνης/@40.8627165,25.637341,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x14b2008a7ac9d979:0xa13307d43282d92c!2zzpHPgc-HzrHOuc6_zrvOv86zzrnOus-Mz4IgzqfPjs-Bzr_PgiDOnM61z4POt868zrLPgc6vzrHPgiDOls-Ozr3Ot8-C!8m2!3d40.8627165!4d25.639535!3m4!1s0x14b2008a7ac9d979:0xa13307d43282d92c!8m2!3d40.8627165!4d25.639535
https://www.culture.gr/el/SitePages/default.aspx
https://etickets.tap.gr

	Button 10: 
	Button 4: 
	Button 6: 


