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Nepéa Bpioketar oto votiodutikd Turua Tou vopou Kopiveiag.

Opevoi dykol deomdlouv otnv Tepioxr] kal mepiBdMouv Slo
elpopeg KoIAddeg, TNV KoIAdda tng Apxaiag Nepéag, mou diatpé-
xel 0 motapdg Nepéag, kar tnv koiddda tou Acwro, ywwoTr Kal wg
®Nidoiov ediov. KaBug mpdkertar yia mepioxr| pe dpbova vepd, ev-
opn Kar he TOMdA @uoIkd TEpdoPATa Tou EUVOOUV TNV EMKOINV®-
via pe yertovikég Bgoeig, n avBpwrivn dpactneidtnta avamixonke
nén amd wn veohBikr emoxr.

To évopd tng éxel ouvdebel otevd pe tov Hparkhr, apol otn omn-
Nd kdmolou and ta Pouvd g o Apwag TéAece Tov TPWwTo dOAo
Tou, TV e§6vtwon tou Aéovta tng Nepéag.

Katd toug 1otopikolg xpdvoug n mepioxr| €yive ywwotr yid ) dw-
PIKr) TTOAN Tou PAIoUVTOG, N omoia avarrixOnke yUpw and tov Adeo
g Paxiwtiooag, émou Bpiokdtav n akpdmohd tng. Ovopaotdg oe
OAn v EM@Sa Atav eEdMou kal o Phidoiog oivog. Kuping dpwg éyi-
VE YVwoTr yid To 1gpd Tou AldG Kal TOoUG TTAVEMAVIOUG QyWVEG TToU
teholvrav oe autd.

®afverar hoimdv étu n Nepéa eivar pia mepioxr] pe paxkpaiwvn 10to-
pia, 181aftepo PUOIKS KAMOG Kal PKETd KPUPKEVA PUCTIKG, TIOU N
peMovTikr €peuva Ba épel 0TO PG,

Ol ATONEX

H apxaia Nepéa, Adyw g B€ong g oe pia elpopn) koindda (vé-
pog = NBdSI, BookdTorog), KATEotn OUdETEPO €6aPOG, KATAMNAO
yia va dnpioupynBei éva maveMrjvio Bpnokeutikd kar abAnTKd ké-
vIpo, émou Teholvtav ta Népea. H idpuon twv ay@vwy autdv oxe-



TiCetal pe Tov tomkd x06vio pwa OeéNtn kal xdvetar otoug pudi-
KoUG xpdvoug. Tov 60 al. X, ol ayWveg aréKTnoav MaveANiVIo Xa-
paktrpa, ondte kai Siegdyovtav mpog Turv tou Afa avd Sietia. O
VIKNTEG avtapeifovtav pe otepdvi and ayplooéAvo (OTEQaVITeR).

IXTOPIKH ®YZIOTNQMIA APXAIOAOTIKOY XQPOY

Kévtpo tou gpol amotehei o vadg tou Aidg (330 X)), o omoiog eivai
XTopEVog ot B€on tou Mpwipdtepou apxdikol vaoy. Alakpivetal yid TiG
AerTtéG avaloyieg TG eEwtepikrg Swpikrg Kiovoaotoixiag tou (6xI2 kio-
VEG) Kal CUyKATtaAéyetal otd maAaidtepa dpxaia Ktrjpia ota oroia xpn-
oloToIBnKav Kal oI TPEIG aPXITeKToVIKOl puBuol. Movadikd xapaktn-
plotikd Tou vaou eival n undyela KEUTTN oto SUTIKS PEPOG TOU ONnKoU,

1.1-1.8. KATOIKIEX HOUSES

2.TAAAIOXPIZTIANIKH BAZIAIKH EARLY CHRISTIAN BASILICA
3.ZENQONAX XENON

4. NOYTPO BATH

5.MOTAMI MAAAIOXPIZTIANIKHX EMOXHX

EARLY CHRISTIAN RIVER

6.HPQO O®EATH MPQIMHX EAAHNIXTIKHZ MEPIOAOY
HERO SHRINE OF OPHELTES OF THE EARLY HELLENISTIC PERIOD
7. TPIMEPHX AEZAMENH TRIPARTITE CISTERN

8. AOETHPIA TOY XTIBOY EzAYKHZHX

START OF PRACTISE TRACK

9.MPQIMO ZTAAIO EARLY STADIUM

10.1-10.9. OIKOI OIKOI

Il EXTIATOPIO RESTAURANT |
12. MEPIOXH KEPAMIKQON KAIBANQN

AREA WITH POTTERY KILNS

13. BAZH TA BOMO 'H ATAAMA

BASE OF ALTAR OR STATUE

14.MPQIMOX TOIXOX EARLY WALL

15.NAOX TOY NEMEIOY AIOX -8
TEMPLE OF NEMEAN ZEUS

16.BOMOZX TOY NEMEIOY AlOx

ALTAR OF NEMEAN ZEUS

17. KYKAIKA ©EMEAIA TIA TPINMOAA QX EMNMAOA

CIRCULAR FOUNDATIONS FOR A TRIPOD PRIZI?E\
18. OEMEAIA TIA XYNTAIMA ME TEOPINMO

FOUNDATIONS FOR A STATUARY GROUP

WITH 4-HORSE CHARIOT

19.1EPO AAXOX KYMAPIZZION

SACRED GROVE OF CYPRESS TREES

20. ANATOAIKO KTHPIO EAST BUILDING

n xprion g oroiag Sev éxel akdpa Siarmotwdel. Ze eEENEN Bpioketal n
avaoti\won g eEWTEPIKAG KIovoaToixiag, n omoia &exivnoe to 1984.
[Ypw amd tov vad unmpxe avoIXTdG XWPOG TIOU EPEPE TNV OVopdoia
EmmoAd, émou unrpxav Ayootd pvnueia Kai to 1gpd dhoog and kuma-
piooia. Avatohikd tou vaou Bpiokdtav o emprikng Pwpdg Tou AidG, Jn-
Koug TouAdxioTov 4l ., evd v idia emoxry oikodopouvtal o Eevavag,
10 Aoutpd, To Vvedtepo otddio (Tripa Tou apxdikol otadiou Bgdn-
ke kdtw amd 1o dutikd TrHa tou Aoutpol) kai To NEwo tou OPEATN
To 415 1. X. mepimou o1 aywveg, petd and kataoTpo@r Tou 1Epo, [e-
TagépBnkav oto Apyoc. To 330 mX. mepimou emaviddav otn Nepéa
Kar petapépBnkav kai méh oto Apyog to 271 X Metd 1o 270 X ol
aywveg anopaxkpuvovtar and tn Nepéa kai 1o 1gpd aiyd-olyd oprivel.




AvaBiwon tng Nepéag mapatnpeeital katd tov 4o ai. u.X, dtav
TIPayPatomnoIfenke n ekokagr evog arnooteayyiotkol kavaAiou, To
omoio ékave v kolAdda apdoiun kai KatolkAoIun. Autd eixe wg
anotéheopa T dnpioupyia evég apketd peydhou TaAaioxpiotiavi-
KoU olkiopoU and yewpyoUg Kal KINVOTPOPOUG, TIoU €XTIoaV Td OTTi-
TIQ TOUG HE UAIKS Twv apxaiwv Ktnpfwv.

Enfkevtoo tng maAaioxpiotiavikig kovétntag anoteAoloe n ToikAI-
TN BaciNikr), TTou XTiotnKe ota gpeima tou Eevwva oe Tprpa g du-
TKAG TAeupds (yia tv axkpiPeia peta&l g Borwtig Siddou kai g
agetnpiac).

TO APXAIO XTAAIO

To mpaipo eMnviotikd otddio (330-320 m.X.) rjtav dueoca ouvoede-
pEvo pe To 1gpd Tou Aldg. AmoteAeftal and To anodutrplo Kai Tov
otiBo, prjkoug 178 p. O1 mieupéq tou otiBou mAaioikvovtav amd Ai-
Bivo aywyd, o ormoiog Petépepe TOCIHO VePd, KABWE Kal vepd yia
Uypavon g em@dveiag tou otifou.

O1 aywveg dpdpou Eekivoloav and pia Nivn agpetnpia, tn BaABida,
pe urodoxr] yia kdBeteg Sokoulg Tou opioBetoloav Toug diadpduoug
Twv Spopéwy. Ze KdBe dkpn TG APeTnEIag UMMPXaV TPOEEEXOUTEG A=
Biveg Bdoeig, ol omoieg épepav évav pnxaviopd, Ty UoTAnyd, Tou e€a-
0@ANCe TNV TAUTOXPOVN eKKiVNON Twv aBANTWY, eV Ot HIKEr andota-
on Bépeia and v agetnpia pia Sokdg otnpIfdpevn o TETPdywvn Ai-
Bivn Bdon €deixve to onpeio oTpoPrig Twv aBANT@V.

Ta kaBiopata yia toug Beatég Arav mpdxeipa Babuidwtd emime-
6a okappéva oto parakd TETPWHA Tou voTiou dkpou Tou otadiou.
Ymmrpxav povo dUo 1 TPEIG OeIPEC HOVONBIKAOV £dwAiwv KaTtd prikog
NG dutikrg Aeupds Tou otiffou.

To anodutiipio kai o otiBog cuvdéovtav pe pia Bolwtr| diodo pn-
koug 36,35 ., n omoia xpovooyeital yipw oto 320 mX. Exel eicép-
xovtav ol aOAnTEG yia va TepIpévouy TV avayyehia Twv ovopdtwv
Toug amd tov Kkrpuka. Opiopévor mepvoldoav Tov Kalpd Toug Xa-
pdooovtag To dvopd Toug OTOUG TOXOUG KAl HEPIKESG amd AUTEG TG
EMYPAPES elval kal opepa opate.

APXAIOAOTIKO MOYZEIO
To Apxaiohoyiké Mouoeio oteydlel Ta avTMPOOWITEUTIKOTERA EUPH-
pata and TG avackapeg mou €xel Sievepyroel N AUEPIKAVIKY 2X0A
Khaoikav 2moudiv otnv koixdda tng Apxaiag Nepéag wg orjuepa.
2Tnv avatohkr aiBouca extiBevtar mpoiotopikd euprjuata and tov
Moo g Toolykidag, tov apxaio Phiolvta, to MNetpl kai v Ayia E-
privn. E&éxouoa Béon petagy autwv Katéxouv Ta eupriuata mou mpo-
€oxovtal anod to PUKnvaikd vekpotageio Twv Andoviwy, ou olupw-
va pe TG mnyeg mbavov va tautidetal Pe T VEKPOTTOAN TNG OUNEIKAG
ApaiBupéag.



N emea lies in the southwestem part of the prefecture of Cor-
inth. Mountains dominate the area and surround two fertile
valleys, that of ancient Nemea which is crossed by the Nemea
River, and that of the Asopus, also known as the Phliasian plain.
Given that the region was privileged with abundant water, fertile
land, and many natural passages that favored communication with
neighboring sites, human activity had already developed here in the
Neolithic period.

[ts name has been closely linked with Hercules, since the hero
performed his first labor, the slaying of the Nemean lion, in one of
its mountain caves.

In the historical period, the region became known for the Doric
city of Phlious, which grew up around the hill of Rachiotissa where
its acropolis was. Phliasian wine was famous throughout Greece.
But above all it became known for its Sanctuary of Zeus and the
Panhellenic Games held there.

Thus, Nemea is a region with a long history, extraordinary physical
beauty, and a good number of still-hidden secrets awaiting future
excavations to bring them to light.

THE GAMES

Thanks to its location in a fertile valley (nemos = meadow, pastur-
age), ancient Nemea was neutral ground, suitable for the creation
of the Panhellenic religious and athletic center where the Nemean
Games were held. The games’ founding was connected with the
local chthonian hero Opheltes and belongs to the age of myth.

The games acquired their Panhellenic character in the 6th c. BC,
and were held every two vears in honor of Zeus. Victors were
rewarded with wreaths of wild celery.

HISTORICAL PROFILE OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

The temple of Zeus (330 BC), built atop an earlier Archaic temple,
formed the center of the sanctuary. It was distinguished by the
delicate proportions of its exterior Doric colonnade (6x12 columns)
and was one of the earliest ancient buildings on which all three
architectural styles were employed. A unique feature of the temple
was the underground crypt on the west side of the cella, whose
purpose has not yet been ascertained. Restoration of the exterior
colonnade, which began in 1984, is still ongoing.

There was an open area around the temple that was called “Epipola”,
where there were a few monuments and the sanctuary's sacred grove
of cypress trees. East of the temple was the oblong altar of Zeus (at
least 4l m. long). The xenon, bath, newer stadium (part of the Ar-
chaic stadium was found under the westem side of the bath), and hero
shrine of Ophettes.

Around 415 BC, after the destruction of the sanctuary, the games
were transferred to Argos. Around 330 BC they recurred to Nemea,
and in 271 BC they were tranferred back to Argos. After 270 BC, the
games were removed from Nemea, and the sanctuary gradually began
to decline.

A revival is observed at Nemea in the 4th c. AD, when the open-
ing of a drainage canal made the valley both cultivable and inhabit-



able. This resulted in the growth of quite a sizable Early Christian
settlement of farmers and herders, who built their houses using
ancient building materials.

The center of the Early Christian community was its three-aisled
basilica, built over the ruins of the xenon in a part of the western
side (namely between the vaulted passage and the starting point).

THE ANCIENT STADIUM

The Early Hellenistic stadium (330-320 BC) was directly connected
with the sanctuary of Zeus. It consisted of a changing room and a
track (178 m. long). The sides of the track were surrounded by a
stone channel that carried water both for drinking and for moisten-
ing the track’s surface.

Races started from a stone starting-line (the balbis) with a slot for
vertical beams that demarcated the runners’ lanes. At each end of
the track’s starting point, there were protruding stone bases carry-
ing a mechanism, the hysplex, which ensured that all the athletes
began the race simultaneously. Slightly to the north of the start-
ing-point, a beam supported on a square stone base indicated the
course’s turning-point for athletes.

Seats for the audience consisted of makeshift terraced ledges dug
out of the soft stone at the southemn end of the stadium. There
were only two or three rows of monolithic stone seating along the
length of the track’s west side.

The changing-room and the track were connected via a vaulted
passageway (36.35 m. length), dated to about 320 BC. Athletes
entered the stadium at that point, to await the herald’s announce-
ment of their names. Some passed their time inscribing their names
on the walls, and a number of such inscriptions remain visible today.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM

The Archaeological Museum houses the most characteristic finds
from the excavations conducted to date by the American School
of Classical Studies in the Nemea valley.

The east gallery exhibits Prehistoric finds from the Tsoungiza hill,
ancient Phlious, Petri, and Saint Eirine (Ayia Irini). Prominent posi-
tion hold the finds from the Mycenaean cemetery of Aidonia, which
according to the sources should be identified with the cemetery of
Homeric Araithyrea.
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