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IXTOPIA TOY MOYZEIOY

To ktripIo TG «2XoArg Kaputolwtny», oto omoio orjuepa oteyddetal to Ap-
xaiohoyiké Mouaeio tou Actpoug, 15pUBnKe amdé tov MoUcio Eunopo TG Tep-
yéotng Anpritoio Kaputoiwtn. Kataydpevog and tov Ayio lwdwn Kuvoupiag,
o Anprteiog Kaputoldtng iSpuce 1600 T 2X0oAj 0N Yeveteipd Tou 600 Kai
10 Mapdpnua autrig, oto onuepivd Meadyeio Aotpog (1805), oto pécov g
Bopeiag meupds aypokniou-unootatikoy éktaong 50 mepiou oTPeUUdTwV.

H >xoNj tou Actpoug ypriyopa eEehixBnke oe ekmaibeutikd KEVIPO NG
TepIoxnG, €18IKAG Petd To E€omaopa tou Ayava tng lNalyyeveoiag to 182l
/ertoupyouce Se Kal wg olkotpogeio. O1 kamvoddxol Kal ta eppdpia Tiou
owlovtal OToUG HavIpOTOIXOUG ToU OnUePIVOU alAsiou xwpou tou Mouceiou
eival 6,1 amépeive amd ta pikpd Swudtia Twv Jadntov.

To 1823 oto dueco mepiBdMov tng 2xoAnig €éhaBe xopa n B EBvoou-
véleuon twv EMAvav. ESG ouvtdxBnke o vEog Kataotatikdg Xdptng tng
xwpag, o «Nopog g Emdalpouy, kabwg kar n «Aiakripugn g B twv
EMAvwv Zuveleloewe.

H 3xoN Tou Aatpoug uprioAriBnie amd tov Iumpariu to 1826. Apol avakavi-
06nke and Tov kKAnpovdpo ma tou Anuntpiou Kaputoiwtn, IMpokdmio, emavaler-
ToUpynoe 1o 1829. To 1899 mepi\be oty 1ioktnaia tou EMnvikol Anpoaiou. To
«Mouoeiov Kaputoldytn, emionuo évopa g 2xoANig katd v enavaiertoupyia
G to 1829, petarpdmmnke to 1985, pe mpwtoBoulia tou téte epdpou Apxaiotr-
wwy, ©. I Znupdroudou, oe Apxaioloyikd Mouceio Kuvoupiag.

TO APXAIOAOTIKO MOYZEIO.H KYNOYPIA TH

To Mougceio Siaipeital o€ TEOoEPIG XWPOUG TIAPATETAYWEVOUG YPAUHIKA. 2€ au-
ToUq extiBeval apxaioroyikd eupriuata amd didgopeg B€aeig g Kuvoupiag Mg,
600 and 1o Bépeio Tripa g, T Oupeduy, uridov g €pidog petagl Apyoug
Kal 2mdptng eni pia oxeddv xiNetia, oo Kkai and to véto (Tupdg, Kooudg, MAdka
Newvidiou), oTo oroio cnuavtikdtepn evétnta rrav ol [pacial.

Kupiapxn oto exBeoiakd mpdypappa tou Mouceiou eival n iapousia eupnpdtwy
and v meploxr] g Elag-Aoukoug, érou Bpioketal n Sidonun Erauin tou Hpo-
6n tou Atukou, ) oroia aveokdepn enf ogipd etwv and tov ©. I Zmupdriouro. 2
Béon tou onuepivol povaotnpiol, alMd kai oty eupUtepn Tepioxr] g «Mdvag
ou NepoUy, TonoBeteftal to [NoAepokpdteiov g apxaiag Elag, yia to oroio kd-
vel Adyo o Nauoaviag. To igpd avagpépetal wg Tordonpo Kai oty anooTiacuatikd
owlSpevn emypaqr () to tou [loAeuo[kpdrouc]) Tou B tetdptou Tou 4ou ar. X
and 1o Apyog, n oroia apopd oe cuvopiakd diakavoviold, Tiou emeBABn amd
tov Emapevavda ry tov Gikrmo B'.

H Aatpeia tou MNMoAeporpdtoug, uiol tou Maxdovog Kai eyyovol Tou AckAn-
oy, oty Eda rtav onuavtikr| touhdxiotov arné toug KAAoIKoUg xpdvoug. Avd-
yAupa Twv AckAnmadwy, aMd kai Tou TUrou Twv VEKPodemMvwy €xouv EABel oto
QG otnv mepioxr} G Aoukolc. Ayaludtio AokAnmiol éxel Bpebel otov vad o
Béon Avepduuog tou EMnvikoU. Exei, oto igwua Texid ugvovtal ta Teixn g
Elag, g peyiotng v (Bupeatikav) kwpdv katd tov [MNauoavia. And avaokapég
0OTa VEKPOTAPEla TG MPOEPXeTal N Seltepn peyalitepn evotnta g €kBeong, Ta
exBéuata g oroiag KaAUTTIouv Xpovikd Ty Tigpiodo and tov 5o ar. X, PExp
Kai Tov 20 ai. uX. (aiBouoa 2).

2TOUG PWHAIKOUG QUTOKPATOPIKOUG XOOVOUG, TEAOG, XOOVOAOYE(Tal TO AauTpd
pwudikd ouykpdtnua otn Béon KoAwveg. Mépog pévo twv eupnudtwy Twv ava-
okapwv extiBevtal oug aibouoeg |, 3 kar 4, kabwg kar otov avatoikd diddpopo,
EVR) HIa TN piIkpSTePn evétnta mepihapfBdver avabrjuata and dMa iepd g
Kuvoupiag (aiBouoa 2).

H EKOEXH

AiBouoa |. E&® extiBevtar yAurtd amd v mepioxr} tng Aoukolg kai -
HATa aPXITEKTOVIKOV PEA®V and avabnuatikd pvnpeio. Mpwtdturo €oyo tou
4ou ai. mX. gaiveral mwg eival n kepahr véou AE 174, mBavig and emmtdppio
pvnueio, v otn vaiokdpopen emtippia otiAn AE 172 eivar mpogavrg n
SnUIoUPYIKK TIVOr| Tou aTtikoU £pyactneiou YAUTTTIKAG Twv UoTEPWY KAQOIKWOV
xpovwv (4oG ai. X)), kKabwg kal petayevéotepeq emepPdoelg (3o ar p.X.).
Evtunwoiakd eival ta moptpaita twv Aoukiou Bépou, cuvautokpdtopa tou
Mdprou Aupnhiou, kar tou Koppddou, yiou kar Siaddxou Tou QIAocd@ou-
QUTOKPATOPOG,.

To wrjua and emioteyn avayAdpou, mbavag amnod Tto 1gpd Tou [NoAeyo-
Kpdtoug, mou @épel v emypagr) IMMIAPXOX ATTIKO(Y) MNATHP, amoteAel
— and KkoivoU pe pia akdpn and tnv dia mepioxr|, Mou avagepdtav otov
TPoPIHo Tou Hpthdn, Mohudelkn — tn povadikr ypartr) paptupia mapouoi-
ag g olkoyévelag Tou Hpwdn otn Gupeduda.

Xapaktnpiotikd, TEAog, delypa twv avabnuatikdv avayAdpwy tou TUmou
TwV VekpodeMvwy amoteAel To avdyAupo tou 4ou ar. mX. and 1o 1epd Tou
MoAepokpdtoug pe tnv emypaer] HPQI EY=ZAMENOX ANEOHKE.

AiBouca 2. ExtiBevtar avuikeiueva mpogpxdpeva and igpd kai Sidgpopeg
Béoeig g Kuvoupiag. To peyahitepo pépog tng €kbeong katahapBdvouy ta
euprjuata ané ta vekpotageia g apxaiag Evag. 2e dlo mpobrikeg mapouoi-
dCovtarl ta ayyeia. H mieiovétnta twv oxnudtwy eivar dnuiolpynua Torkou
€PYaotnPEiou KEPAWIKAG. 2€& KATOIEG TIEPITTINOEIG eival TToo@aviig n nidpaon
NG HETAMOTEXVIAG. ZexwpiCouv N TEIPUAGOTOUN OIVOXAN He avdyAupn Tia-
pdotaon AxiMéwg kar [MNevBeoiheiag (teAeutaio tétapto 4ou al. LX), To TAa-
otikd, oe poper] SeApivioy, ayyeio (téAn 4ou ar. X.), n Afjkubog pe avdyAupo
yopyoveio (teheutaio tétapto 4ou ar mX.), kKabwg kai to andtunua ayyeiou
pe epuBpduopen mapdotacn (4og ai. mX). Meta&l Twv KrepIopdtwy Twv
APV, OTNV ApIoTEPH| €MToiXIa MPoBrKn, mepIAauBdvovtal kdtormpa, Voui-
opata kai to MAivo aommddpop@o KopRio pe apdotacn Keparg ABnvdc.

Mikpoeguprjuata and Sidgpopeg Bgoeig tng Kuvoupiag extiBevtar ot de€id
emtoixia mpobrikn. Ootpaka ayyeiwv puknvaikov xpdvwy and to 2mmAaio
g 2ivtdag oto Aewvidio, euprjuata amnd tn Aoukou, vopiopata and Sidgo-
peg BEoeig tng Kuvouplag, ayahudtio AokAnmou, aMd kai To amotpordikoy
xapaktipa eIdwAI0 palikol daiova EMNVIOTIKOV-pwHAIKOY Xpdvwy and
tov vad otn Béon Avepduurog, ota Bépeia tng apxaiag Ebag, mepirapBdvo-
vtal Peta&l twv exBepdtwv.

2TV KeVIPIKr), TEAOG, TIPoBrkn extiBevtarl euprjuata amd didgopa lgpd g
Kuvoupiag, énwg amé 1o 1epd tou AmdMwvog Tupita, kovtd otov Tupd, kai
ané 1o 1gpd tou AmdMwvog Makedta, otov Koopd. E&aipetikd evdiapépov
eival to xdhkivo eildOAio apxaikav xpdvwv (6og al. mX.) and ta BépPeva,
rou areikoviCel MaMddio, kabwg kal to apxaikd evemiypagpo eidwAio tal-
pou amd 1o 1Epd oto =npokdum g Bopeiag Kuvoupiag.

Tuprpa emtippiag oiAng Tou 2ou ai. p.X. and tov Ayio 2TEpavo AcTPoug
@épel v emypaer EICIAC XAIPE (AE 186).

AiBouoeg 3, 4 kai avatoAikdg Siddpopog. ExkOépuata and v mepioxr| g
/\oukoUg Kal TG avaokapeg oty ‘Emauin tou Hpwdn tou Atukou. MNepirap-
Bdvovtal moptpaita Pwpaiwy autokpatdpwy tng Suvacteiag twv Aviwviviv
(206 a1 p.X). Eviunwoiakd eival, téhog, kai ta avdyAupa pe mapaotdoelg
aAPNEWICHEVWV ABANTAV.



HISTORY OF THE MUSEUM

The Archaeological Museum of Astros was established in a traditional build-
ing of local style known today as the “Karytsiotis School”. Dimitrios Karytsiotis,
a wealthy merchant from Trieste who came from Agios loannis in Kynouria,
founded both the School in his birthplace as well as its annex in modem-day
Mesogeion Astros (1805), in the middle of the north side of a farm with an
area of almost 5 hectares.

The School of Astros quickly evolved into an educational center for the re-
gion, especially following the outbreak of the Greek Revolution in 1821. It also
operated as a dormitory, as the chimneys and cabinets — all that remains from
the small rooms once occupied by schoolchildren — preserved in the walls of
the modern courtyard area of the Archaeological Museum attest.

In 1823, the Second National Assembly of the Greeks took place in the im-
mediate vicinity of the school. It was here that the country’s new constitution,
the “Law of Epidaurus” as well as the “Proclamation of the Second National
Assembly” were written.

The School at Astros was burmed by Ibrahim in 1826. Following its restora-
tion by Prokopios, heir to Dimitrios Karytsiotis, it resumed operations in 1829.
Karytsiotis entire premises became the property of the Greek government
in 1899. The historic building of the School, officially called the “Mouseion
of Karytsiotis” when it resumed operations in 1820, was converted into the
Archaeological Museum of Kynouria in 1985 at the initiative of Th. G. Spyro-
poulos, the then Ephor of Antiquities.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM. ANCIENT KYNOURIA

The Museum is divided into four rooms laid out in linear fashion. Displays
include objects from various sites of Kynouria, both from its northem part, Thy-
reatis, a bone of contention between Argos and Sparta for nearly 1,000 years,
as well as from its southermn part (Tyros, Kosmas, Plaka Leonidiou), in which the
most important section was Prasiai.

But the pre-eminent presence in the Museum'’s exhibition program is that of
the finds which originate from the region of Eva-Loukou where one can see the
ruins of the famous Villa of Herodes Atticus, which were excavated over a num-
ber of years by the Ephor of Antiquities Th. G. Spyropoulos. It was in this area,
at the site of the modem monastery as well as in the wider region of the “Mana
tou Nerou", that the Polemokrateion of ancient Eva mentioned by Pausanias was
located. The sanctuary is also referred to as a landmark in a fragmentary inscrip-
tion (2nd quarter of the 4th c. BC) from Argos conceming the border settlement
imposed by either Epameinondas or Philip .

The worship of Polemokrates, son of Machaon and grandson of Asclepius, at
Eva was already important in the Classical period. Reliefs of the Asclepiadae as
well as funerary banquet reliefs have come to
light in the Loukou area. A statuette of Asclepius
has been found in a temple at the site of Ane-
momylos, Elliniko. There, at the site of Teichio,
rose the walls of Eva, which according to Pau-
sanias was the largest of the (Thyrean) towns.
Excavations in its cemeteries have yielded the
exhibition’s second-largest module, items from
which date from the 5thc. BC to the 2nd c. AD
(Gallery 3).

Finally, a large number of sculptures and architectural members, only part of
which are displayed in Galleries |, 3, and 4 and in the east corridor, come from the
magnificent Roman Imperial age complex at the site of Kolones. A third, smaller
module includes votives from other sanctuanies in Kynouria (Gallery 2).

THE EXHIBITION

Gallery I. This gallery displays sculpture from the Loukou area and parts of the
architectural members from a votive monument. The head of a youth (AE 174),
probably from a tomb monument, appears to be an original 4th ¢. BC work, while
in the funerary stele shaped like a shrine (AE 172) the creative spirit of a Late
Classical (4th c. BC) Attic sculpture workshop is obvious, as are also later interven-
tions (3rd c. AD). There are impressive portraits of Lucius Verus, Marcus Aurelius’
co-emperor, and of Commodus, the philosopher-emperor’s son and successor.

One of the collection’s important exhibits is a part of the crowning ele-
ment of a relief, probably from the Sanctuary of Polemokrates, which bears
the inscription IMMAPXOZ ATTIKO (Y) [TATHP. This was Herodes' grandfather,
Hipparchos. This inscription, together with another from the same area that
mentions Herodes' guest Polydeukes, is the only written testimony we have
conceming the presence of Herodes' family in Thyreatis.

Finally, the 4th c. BC relief from the Sanctuary of Polemokrates with the
inscription HPQI EYZAMENOX ANEOHKE is a characteristic example of vo-
tive reliefs of the funerary banquet type.

Gallery 2. In this gallery one may view exhibits from sanctuaries and various
other sites in Kynouria. Most of the exhibition is taken up by the finds from the
cemeteries of ancient Eva. Two display cases present pottery from these. Most
of the shapes were created by a local pottery workshop. In certain cases the
influence of metal-working is apparent. WWe may single out the trefoil oinochoe
with a relief depiction of Achilles and Penthesileia (last quarter of the 4th c. BC),
the plastic vase in the shape of a dolphin (late 4th c. BC), the lekythos with a relief
Gorgon (last quarter of the 4th c. BC), and the vase fragment with a red-figure
scene (4th c. BC). The funerary offerings from tombs in the left wall case include
mirrors, coins, and a clay shield-form button depicting the head of Athena.

Small finds from various sites in Kynouria are on display in the right wall case.
Exhibits include Mycenaean vase fragments from the Cave of Sintza at Leonidion,
finds from Loukou, coins from various sites in Kynouria, a statuette of Asclepius,
as well as an apotropaic figurine of a phallic daemon of the Hellenistic-Roman
period from the temple at the site of Anemomylos north of Eva.

Finally, in the central display case there are finds from various Kynourian sanc-
tuaries, including the sanctuary of Apollo Tyritas near Tyros and that of Apollo
Maleatas at Kosmas. The Archaic (6th c. BC) bronze figurine from Vervena
depicting a Palladium (Athena Pallas) is of exceptional interest, as is the Archaic
inscribed bull figurine from the sanctuary at Xerokambi in northem Kynouria.

Part of a 2nd c. AD funerary stele (AE 186) from Agios Stefanos bears the
inscription EICIAC XAIPE.

Galleries 3-4 & the east corridor. These galleries include exhibits from the
Loukou region and from excavations conducted at the Villa of Herodes
Atticus. Among the objects on display are portraits of Roman emperors
belonging to the Antonine dynasty (2nd c. AD). Finally, there are a num-
ber of impressive reliefs of heroized athletes.
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