


To JPXAiO VEKPOHAVTEIO 1] «VEKUOUAVTEIO» (apx. VEKUG=VeKPSG) Bpioketal
otov vouod [MpePélng, ot Bopeia OxOn tou motapol Axépovta. 2Toug
apxaioug xpdvoug To 1gpd avrike otoug eotipwTtols, éva amnd Ta Mpwta
eMnVIKd @UAa Tou eykataotdOnkav otnv ‘Hrepo yipw oto 2000 mm.X.
Muknvaikég eykataotdoeig Tou [4ou ai. X, emonudvenkav otnv mepIioxr,
n Eeupa, 500 p. Bdpeia tou vekpopavteiou, kai n Topdvn, avatoAikd tng
Mdpyag, o Oéon Kimepl. To 1gpd amokaNipbnke kdtw amd ta epefma
NG povrig tou Ayiou lwdwou tou Mpodpduou (18og at), oty kopuer
evog Bpaxwdoug Adgpou, Katd TG avackapeg mou SievepyriBnikav amé tov
kabnyntr Zwtipio Adkapn ta €t 1958-1964 kai 1976-1977.

To kupiwg 1gpd MepiBdMetar and évav moAuywvikd opBoywvio TepiBoro
pe eflcodo otn Bopeia mheupd. Exel tetpdywvn kdtoyn kar xwpietal pe
SUo TMapdMnAoug Toixoug e pia kevipikr aibouca kai €8 emuépoug Sw-
pdua - anoBrikeg. Kdtw amd tnv kevipikr) ailbouca PBpioketar pia icopeyedng
umdyela aibouca, v opor| NG omoiag oxnuatiCouv dekamévie MMPIVA
16&a. Mpdkertal yia tov AoV 1gpd XWPO, To avdktopo tou Adn kai tng
[Mepoepdvng, émou eupavifoviav ta eavidopata Twy VEKP®V Yia va EMKOI-
VWVAOOUV HE TOUG XPNoTtneIaloUeVOUC.

Bépeig, vétia kar avatoAikd Tou Kupiwg igpol avayvwpifovtal Hikpdtepa
dwpdua kai Siddpopol TTou XPNaileuay yia TNV YUXIkr] Kal CWHPATIKY TPo-
€TOINACIA TWV EMOKEMTWY, Sedopévou ST N eMagr Twv (WVIaveV e TOUG
vekpoUg Sev ritav akivouvn.

O1 xwpol autol, kabwg Kar To Kupiwg 1Epd, XpovoAoyoulvtal ota TEAN Tou
4ou - apx€g tou 3ou ar. X, Apydtepa, ota téAn tou 3ou ai X, dtav n
@rjun tou 1gpol peydAwaE, TPooTEéBNKav SUTIKA ToU apXIKOU CUYKOOTrUa-
T0G, YUpw amd pia Kevipik aulrj, amoBrikeg Kal X)Pol SIUoViG yia Toug
IEPEIG KAl TOUG ETTIOKETTTEG.

[Ndpa MoAd eival Ta eupripata mou XPovoAoyouval ¢ autr| TV €Moxr Kal
paptupolV Ty eunpepia tou igpol. To onUavKOTEPO OUWG TIPOEPXETal armd
v undvyeia aiBouoa, v igpr KEUTN. [Mpdkertar yia Ta umoAeiuuata Jiag
unxavrig, evég eidoug yepavoy, Tou To xpnoigorololcav yid TV egepdvion
TV EI0OAWY TWV VEKO®Y OTOUG TIDOOKUVNTEG. AUTOV (0WwG ToV oKoTd e§U-
TiNEeToUoE To peydho TIAXoG Twv Toixwv Tou Kevipikou lgpol (3,30 p.), TTou
EMETPETE TN dnpioupyia puotikav diadpdpwy TA. 1,50 1 2,40 ., péoa otoug
oroioug petakivolvtav abéatol ol IpefG. To téxvaoua autd, oe cuvouacpd
e TIG Tapevepyeieg TG e1dikAg Siartag (kKoukid Kar AoUriva) otnv oroia uro-
BdMovtav ol Mpookuvntég, dnuioupyoloe TG avaykaieg mpolmobéoelg yia
TNV EMKOIVWVIA PE TIG PUXEG TwV VeKp®v. Pelyovtag, Ol ETIOKETTTEG TOU IEPOU
akolouBoloav dlapopetikd SpdHo Kal EMPEMe va TnEAoouV Oy yia éca
eidav kar dkouoay, yia va pn Siampd&ouv acefeia anévavt otig Bedtnteg Tou
Kdtw Kdopou.

To vexpopavteio mupmoArBnke and toug Pwpaioug to 167 mX. Tov lo al.
X, katoikrjOnke AN n dutikr] aulr). Extote n mepioxr) mepirABe oe mapax-
ur). Tov 180 al. xtiotnke mdvw ota apxaia gpefma n povr) tou Ayiou lwdv-
vou tou [podpdpou.

Alagopetikry droyn og OXEoN e TOV avaokapéa 2wtriplo Adkapn €xel
SiawnwBel and tov Dietwulf Baatz, olpgwva pe tov omofo mpdkertal yia
oxupr 1IBIWTIKA OIKia TwV EMNVICTIKOV XpOvwy, N omoia apxikd amoteAoU-
VIav Jovo amd Tov KeVIPIKG TUPRVA Kal OTn OUVEXEId OUUMANP®OnKke amd
1a mepipepelakd Pondnukd dwpdtia, Toug Siadpduoug Kal TG aulég. Tnv
dmoyr] Tou otnpiCel 0 HEAETNTAG KUPiwG oTov eviomond eEaptnudtwy and
€81 kataméATeG, BeA®V, TOAUGPIOPWY YEWEYIKOV EPYAAEiwY Kal QVTKEINEVWY
PapEPatog, evw eTMiong onuavtkd otoixeio Bewpel T piker| Mapoucia e1dw-
Nwv, tav, akéun Kar og pikprig omoudaidtntag igpd, 0 apiBRdg Twv eISwAI-
WV NG TP®PeVNG Bedtntag eival onuaviikd peyaitepod.
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|. Bépeiog Aiadpopog I. North Corridor
2. Avatolikég Aiadpopiog 2. East Corridor
3. AaBupivBog 3. Labyrinth

4. Kupiwg lepd 4. Main Sanctuary

5. E§wrtepikég AidSpopog 5. Outer Passage

6. Awpdtio KaBappol 6. Purification Room

7. Awpdria - AmoBrikeg 7. Rooms - Store-Rooms
8. Kevtpikrj Auhi 8. Central Court

9. Awpdua Mpoetoipaciag 9. Lodging Rooms



e ancient nekromanteion or nekyomanteion (oracle of the dead) is in the no-
mos (county) of Preveza, on the north bank of the river Acheron. In ancient
times the sanctuary belonged to the Thesprotians, one of the early Greek tribes
who settled in Epiros about 2000 BC. Mycenaean installations dating from the 14th
¢. BC have been noted in the region, Ephyra, 500 m to the north of the nekroman-
teion, and Toryni, to the east of Parga, at the site of Kiperi. The sanctuary was dis-
covered on the crest of a rocky hill, beneath the ruins of the monastery of St. John
the Baptist (18th c.), during excavations conducted by professor Sotirios Dakaris
in the years 1958-1964 and 1976-1977.

The main sanctuary is surrounded by a rectangular polygonal enclosure
wall with an entrance on the north side. It is square in plan and is divided
by two parallel walls into a large main hall and six store-rooms. Beneath the
main hall is a basement room of the same size, the ceiling of which is formed
by fifteen poros arches. This is the sacred room itself, the palace of Hades
and Persephone, where the ghosts of the dead appeared to communicate
with those consulting the oracle.

Smaller rooms and corridors have been located to the north, south and
east of the main sanctuary, which were used to prepare visitors psychologi-
cally and physically, since contact between the living and the dead was not
unattended by danger.

These rooms, like the main sanctuary, date from the late 4th - early 3rd c.
BC. Later still, at the end of the 3rd c. BC, when the fame of the sanctuary
had grown, store-rooms and residential quarters for the priests and visitors
were added to the west of the original complex, around a central courtyard.

Many objects have been found dating from this period and attesting to the
prosperity of the sanctuary. The most important of them comes from the
basement room, the sacred crypt. This is the remains of a device, a kind of
crane, used to make the figures of the deceased appear to the pilgrims. This
may also have been the reason why the walls in the main sanctuary were so
thick (3.30 m), making it possible to create secret passageways 1.50 or 240 m
wide, along which the priests could move unobserved. This device, combined
with the side-effects of the special diet of beans and lupins to which the pil-
grims were subjected, created the necessary preconditions for communicating
with the souls of the dead. Visitors departed from the sanctuary by a different
road, and were required to keep silent about all they had seen and heard, to
avoid being guilty of impiety towards the gods of the Underworld.

The nekromanteion was bured down by the Romans in 167 BC. The west
courtyard was reoccupied in the Ist c. BC. From that time onwards the
region went into decline. In the 18th ¢, the monastery of St. John the Baptist
was built on the ancient ruins.

A view different from that of excavator Sotirios Dakaris has been ad-
vanced by Dietwulf Baatz, according to which this was a Hellenistic-period
fortified private residence which originally consisted only of the central area
and was then completed with peripheral ancillary rooms, passages, and
courtyards. Baatz primarily supports his view on the identification of the
parts from six catapults, arrows, a large number of agricultural tools, and
fishing equipment, and considers the limited presence of figurines another
important piece of evidence, since even at minor sanctuaries the number of
figurines of the divinity honored at the site is significantly greater.
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