


NikdmoAn tng Hrelpou, n mdAn g vikng, 16pU0Nke amé tov Oktafia-

v6 AlyouoTo og avdpvnon NG peydAng vikng tou evavtiov tou otdAou
tou Avtwviou kar tng Kheomdtpag otn vaupaxia tou Aktiou (31 mX.), Tou
TOV KATEOTNOE anOAUTO HOVAPXN Tou pwpdikoU KodToug,.

H idpuon g NikéroAng Sev unayopelBnke pévo oe avdpvnon g vikng
tou OktaPiavou. AockoroUoE, KUPIwG, OTOV OTPATIWTIKS EAeyX0 NG SUTIKAG
EM3@dag kal Ghou tou TéTe yWwotol KOOHOoU, KaBWG Kal TNV OIKOVOIKH Kal
KOIVWVIKF] £VIoXUon TG MePIOXHG TToU €ixe UMo@Epe! autr TV mepiodo. INa tov
OUVOIKIOPS NG VEAG TIOANG HETAPEPBNKaV KATOIKOI, HE TIG TIEQIOUCIEG TOUG,
and TG HICOEPEMWPEVES KAl EYKATAAEAEIMPEVEG TIOAEIG TNG YUPW TTEPIOXAG.

H véa moAn koopriBnke and tov Alyouoto e peyakdmpena Krjpia and ta
Adpupa TG vaupaxiag, kabwg kai and g dwpegg Tou Hpwdn A’, Baciid g
loudaiag. H pwpdiir] NikdmoAn mepiBdMetar amd Teixn Tou €xouv TEPINETPO
Midvw and 5 xAu, eve éva peydho ouykpdtnua dnpdoiwy Kinpiwv Bpioketal €5w
and ta teixn, oty meploxr| Tou év dhoel [Mpoaoteiou, BA. tng moAng. H dutikry
mAeupd G MOANG opiddtav amd tnv Togootoixia Tou peydhou udpaywyeiou
TIoU XTioTnKe ota xpdvia tou Oktafiavol AuyoUotou, Orwg Ta MEPIcOSTERA
Snudoia ktipia: wdelo, O€ppeg, pwudikés Pacihkég, vupgpaia, Segapevég KA.

H NikdmoAn xtiotnke pe tg mpodiaypageg piag colonia Augusta. Ta
TEpIcodTEPA Kripla evidooovtal ot olkodopIkéG vnoideg (insulae) tou
moAeodopikoU 10ToU NG PwHdikrG TTOANG, oI OTTOfEG eival XWPIOUEVEG O
opBoydvia mapaMnAdypappa (strigae), kai kdOe ktripio, avdAoya Pe To pé-
yeB¢ tou, katahauBdvel éva rj kal MepIcodTePa Tétold MapaMnAdypappa.

H NikémoAn unrip&e kévtpo eMnvikol ToAtiopoU, ald Kkar onyeio ou-
vdvtnong Tou avatoAikoU kar Tou dutikol kéopou. ‘Hrav mpwtedouoa g
Hnelpou kal g Akapvaviag Katd Toug TPEIG TPWTOUG AIBVEG TG PWHAIKAG
autokpatopiag kar diatfjpnoe péxpl to TéAog NG Baciieiag tou MaMinvou
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A POVASA MNHMEIA ROMAN MONUMENTS
@ BYZANTING MNHMEIA BYZANTINE MONUMENT
W POMAKO YAPATTICEID ROMAN AGUEDUCT

(253-268 X)) v eheubepia NG, OMwG PapTuUpEl N vopiopatokomia ng. H
Kpion Tou pwudaikoU kpdtoug Tov 30 at. pX. ennpéace onuavukd tn Niké-
TIOAN Tou €xace tov SieBvr) KOOHOTIOATIKO XapaKTrjpd Kal Ty aktivoBoiia
NG Kal PETaPAriBnke oe emapxiakd KEVTIPO.

Me v avadiopydvwon tou pwudikol kpdtoug eni AlokAnuiavou (284-305
u.X), n NikémoAn vivetal mpwtelouoa, SIOIKNTIKS Kal OIKOVOUIKS KEVIPO TNG
enapxiag g Mahaidg Hreipou. Or cuvexeiq BapPapikég emOPOPES Kal of
ogiopof 0driynoav ot otadiaxr} anoduvduwon g moAnG. Méoa otov 50 al.
uX. n TTOAN CUPPIKVAVETAl oNPAvTkG kai MepIBAMeTal pe véa 1oxupd Tefxn
mou eixav katd Siactripata mipyoug Kar TUAeg. Katd tv maAaioxpiotiavikr
enoxr| (406-60¢ ar. p.X.) yivetal kEvipo VEwv KAMITEXVIKOV KAl TIVEUPATIKOY
avalnuioswv pe peydAn emppor| kal aktivoBoAia og GAo Tov EMNVIKS XWPO.

Ta kupidtepa pvnueia g xplotavikig TOANG amoteAolv ol TIAAQIoXpI-
OTIQVIKEG BACINIKEG Kal TA MPOOKTIOPATd TOuG. T€ooepIG amd TG BACINKESG
autég owlovtal péoa ota Pulavuvd teixn: Baoihik A 1) tou Aoupetiou,
BaoiAik B rj tou Akkiowvog, Baoihikry T kar Baoihikr XT. E&w amd tn Buda-
vuvr) oA, oto votioavatohikd TPApA NG pwHdikig MOANG evtomiotnke n
Baoihikrj A kai otov éppo Babu n Baoihikr E.

H Nikémon gaivetar 6t otadiakd mapakpuddel kar eyKataAefMetal HETd TG -
SpopEg Twv ApdPwv kal Twv Bouhydpwv otnv mepioxr] katd tov 9o kai tov llo
al. uX. avtiotoixa.

To Apxaiohoyikd Mouoeio NikémoAng, otny gicodo tng MoANG g [MpegPe-
Cag, @INo&evel T pdviun €kBeon «Mia vaupaxia - pia oA - pia autokpatopia.
>tV mpwtn aiBouca mapouciddetal n Mopeia TG MOANG HEca OTOUG AIVES
and v idpuon wg v eykatdhePr| InG. Méoa and ta exkBéuata — aPXITEKTOVI-
K& HéAn, aydhuata, Bwpols, vopiopata kal dAa pikpoguprjdata — mpofdMetal
n otpatnyikr g 8éon, n poper| kar n eEENER g oe akuaio SIoIKNTKS KEVTPO
Katd Toug pwaikoUg Xpdvoug Kal N HETATPOTTH TG OE ONUAvVTKY BpnoKeuTkr
untedmoAn katd toug Bulavtivols. 2t Seltepn aibouca mapousidlovial Sia-
XPOVIKA Ol EMPEPOUG TOUEIG Kal oI EKPAVOEIG Tou PBiou twv Katolkwyv. Ayyeia,
mAvBor kar képapol, epyaieia, Taxvidia, okeln KAAWTMOoPoU Kal KOGUAUATA,
0apPKoPAyol, TePPOSOXEG KANTEG Kal Kiepiopata Sivouv pia eikdva yia v
EUMOPIKY| Kal PBlotexvik dpaotnpidtnta twv NIKOMoAT®Y, Ty kabnuepivétnta,
TG ouvriBeieg Kal T otdon Toug amévavtl otov Bdvaro. Téhog, otoug Siadpo-
poug miapoucidietal, péoa amnd mhololo emortkd UAIKS, N Iotopia tng Niko-
ToAng and v eykatdAelPry G €wg Toug VESTEPOUG XPAVOUG, N 10Topia NG
avaocka@ikig €pEuvag Kal Twv epyasiov avadelEng Tou apxaioAoyIkoU XWPou
and g apxég Tou 200U aikva Péxe! orjepa.



ikopolis, the city of victory, was founded by Octavian Augustus in

Epiros, to commemorate his great victory over the fleet of Antony
and Cleopatra in the Battle of Actium (31 BC), which made him undisputed
master of the Roman state.

The foundation of Nikopolis was not dictated solely by a desire to commem-
orate Octavian'’s victory. It was designed primarily to secure military control over
westemn Greece, and the entire then-known world, and to benefit the eco-
nomic and social situation in the region, which had suffered during this period.
To create the new city, the inhabitants of the half-devastated and abandoned
cities of the surrounding area were moved here, along with their property.

The new city was adorned by Augustus with imposing buildings, financed
from the spoils of the naval-battle and also from donations made by Herodes
I, king of Judaea. Roman Nikopolis is surrounded by fortification walls with
a perimeter of over 5 km and there is a large complex of public buildings
outside the wall in the area of the “suburb in a grove” north-east of the city.
The west side of the city was bounded by the arcade supporting the large
aqueduct built during the reign of Octavian Augustus, like most of the public
buildings (odeion, baths, Roman basilicas, nymphaea, cisterns, etc.).

Nikopolis was constructed to the specifications of a colonia Augusta. The
majority of the buildings were set in regular building blocks (insulae) in the
urban tissue of the Roman city, which are divided into rectangles (strigae),
with every building occupying one or more of the latter, depending on its size.

Nikopolis was a centre of Greek culture and a meeting point for the
worlds of the west and the east. For the first three centuries of the Ro-
man empire it was the capital of Epiros and Akarnania, and retained its
liberty until the end of the reign of Gallienus (AD 253-268), as is clear
from the fact that it struck its own coins. The crisis in the Roman empire

Pwpaikd teixn Roman fortification wall

I l.
2. BuZavuiva teixn 2. Byzantine fortification wall
3. Notioavatohikr miAn 3. South-east gate
4. BopeioavatoAikr muAn 4. North-east gate
5. Néua miAn 5. South gate
6. Bopeia miAn 6. North gate
7. Autikr moAn 7. West gate
8. Avatolikr mUAn 8. East gate
9. Autiké vekpotageio 9. West cemetery
10. Notiodutiké vekpotageio 10. South-west cemetery
II. Notioavatohiké vekpotagpeio Il. South-east cemetery
12. Avatohiké vekpotageio 12. East cemetery
13. Bépelo vekpotageio 13. North cemetery
14. Bopeioavatoliké vekpotageio 14. North-east cemetery
15. Mputaveio I5. Prytaneion
16. Oicia Mdviou Avtwviou 16. Manious Antonius” Domus
17. Q&eio I7. Odeion
18. Nupgaio pwpaikol uSpaywyeiou - 18. Nymphaion of the roman aqueduct -
Autikr moAn West gate
19. Y&paywyeio 19. Aqueduct
20A-I. Baoihikég A, B, XT 20A-T. Basilicas A, B, 2T
21. Pwpaikr oikia 2. Roman house
22. Zuykpdtnpa makatioy 22. Palace complex
23. Meydheg Béppeg 23. Large baths
24. ©épyeg Mpoaoteiou 24. Baths of Proasteion
25. Ztddio 25. Stadium
26. Tupvdoio 26. Gymnasium
27. ©éatpo 27. Theatre
28. lepd AoMwva 28. Sanctuary of Apollo

during the 3rd c. AD had serious consequences for Nikopolis, which lost its
international, cosmopolitan character and was gradually transformed into a
provincial centre.

With the reorganisation by Diocletian (AD 284-305) of the Roman em-
pire, Nikopolis became the capital as well as administrative and economic
centre of the province of Epirus Vetus. Continual barbarian raids and earth-
quakes led to the city’s gradual decline. Nikopolis shrank during the 5th c.
AD and was surrounded by stout new fortification walls punctuated by
towers and gates. In the Early Christian period (4th-6th c. AD), it became
the center of new artistic and intellectual activity and exercised a strong
influence on the entire Greek world.
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The most important monuments of the Christian city are the Early
Christian churches and their annexes. Four of these basilicas are pre-
served within the Byzantine enceinte: Basilica A, or the Basilica of Dou-
metios, Basilica B or the Basilica of Alkison, Basilica I and Basilica >T.
Basilica A has been identified outside the Byzantine city in the south-east
section of the Roman town, and Basilica E has been excavated at Ormos
Vathy.

Nikopolis appears to have gradually declinded and been abandoned fol-
lowing raids by the Arabs (9th c. AD) and Bulglars (lIth c. AD) in the region.

The Archaeological Museum of Nikopolis, situated at the entrance to
Preveza, hosts the permanent exhibition “A battle - a city - an empire’.
In the Museum’s first gallery is a presentation of the city's history, from its
founding to its abandonment. The items on exhibit — chiefly architectural
members, statues, altars, coins and other small finds — highlight its strategic
location, its form and development into a flourishing administrative center
during the Roman period, and its transformation into an important religious
metropolis during the Byzantine period. In the second gallery, individual as-
pects and facets of the life of Nikopolis" inhabitants are presented. Vases,
bricks and tiles, tools, toys, toiletry articles and jewelry, sarcophagi, crema-
tion ums, and grave goods provide a picture of residents’ commercial and
industrial activities, daily life, and attitude towards death. Finally, the wealth
of visual materials in the hallways presents the history of Nikopolis from its
abandonment to the modern period, together with the history of excava-
tion research and enhancement works from the early 20th century down
to the present.
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