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O| avaockageg mou dpxicav mpiv and 45 xpdvia mepimou and v Ap-
XaloAoyIKr) YTnpeoia épepav oTo Qwg TTOMA OTOIXEIQ yia TV apxaia
T6AN NG 2dpovu, Tou ixe TIAPAMnAn avdrruén e To yertovikd 1gpd, To agl-
epwpévo otn Mntépa Bed Hpa.

H mahaidtepn emPePaiwpévn avaokagikd katoiknon otnv apxaia moAn
xpovohoyeital atoug veohiBikoUg xpdvoug (5n/4n xikietia mX.), ritav aypo-
TkoU xapaxtipa kai éxel evromiotel oto Adgo tou Kdotpou tou Aukolp-
you oto Mubaydpeio.

Mpw oto 1000 mX. épbacav oto vnoilwveg and v Emdaupia kar eyka-
Taotddnkav otn voTioavatoNikr aktrj, otn Béon tou onpepivol Mubayopei-
ou. Ta mhouoia apXxaloAoyikd eUprUATa TwV TEAEUTAIWY avaoKa@wy otnv
apxaia TOAN Kal Kupiwg OTn YEWHETPIKY VEKPOTIOAN papTtupolv yid tnv
Umap&n piag 1diaftepa onpaviikrig eykatdotacng pe agloonueiwtn avdmugn
otV TEXVN Katd Toug yewpeTpikolg xpdvoug (I006-8og at. 1m.X.), TTou cuve-
xiotnke kal katd tov 7o ai. X, Or Zdpiol 1ISpUouy amoikieg oty anévavt
axkt g lwviag, otn ©pdkn kar otn Adon.

‘Hén amd 1o a” piod tou bou ai. X n Zduog eixe avadeixBei oe éva and
Ta onpavtikOTEPa KAMITEXVIKA Kévpa tou eMnvikoU kdopou. Me tov [Mo-
Aukpdtn, oto B piod tou 6ou al. X, n duog eBdvel oto anmokopUewua
G dlvapng g kar avadeikvietal oe peydAn vautikr) Sivaun. Tote xtio-
VIal Ta MPWTA TeiXn TG MOANG, Ta oroia e TIG HETAYEVEOTEPEG ETIIOKEUEG
Kkar enextdoelg mepikieiouvv éktaon 1.600 T.u., otnv omoia katoikouoav Tepi-
mou 60.000 dvBpwrol yUpw oto 400 m.X. Tpia peydia épya onuatodotolv
v avdmmuén oe €pya urmodopr|g tov 60 al. X, olupwva pe tov Hpddo-
10, TIou emmoképBnke To vnol to 460 X, To x@pa év Bardoon, o peydhog
poAog, prikoug 360 ., to dugiotopov dpuyua, dnhadry to Eumahiveio udpa-
YWYEIO, TTOU KATAOKEUdOTNKE Yia va @E€pvel To vepd amd tn Bopeia miayid
Tou Bouvol ota vétia kovtd otny TTOAN, KAl O HEYIOTOG TTAVIwY V@V TV HLES
i6pev, dnhadry o peydhog vadg g Hpag.

Tnv id1a mepiodo n méAN Kkai To 1gpd NG Hpag, Tou améxer 6 xAp. and au-
v, KoopouUvtal ge Baupdoia yAurrtd, ou avadeikviouv T 2dpo ot éva and
Ta peyaAlTepa KEVTPA YAUTTUKAG OTOV IwVIKO Xwpo. Ta Ttomkd epydotipia
Kepapikig kar xakkoupyiag mapdyouv apiotoupyruata.

H Zdpog e€akololbnoe va eival onuavtikéd KEVIPo kal OTOUG YETETIETA
XPOVOUG NG EMNVIKAG apxaidtntag, map’ OAeg TIG TOAMATAEG TIEQITIETEIEG
Kal TIG KATAoTPOQEG TToU eMepUAagav ta 1otopikd yeyovdta oto vnol, av Kai
Sev €pbaoe moté §avd v aiyAn g apxaikrig mepiddou. Amé to 129 X
TO vnoi avrike otn pwudikr emapxia tng Aciag.

270 KEVIPO TNG MOANG NABE oTo Pwg N ayopd pe éva tepdotio oTwIkd Ol
koddunua kai dMa a§ivhoya Ktijpia, Kabwg Kal pyacTripia KEPAWIKKG Kal
PETAMOTEXVIAG. 2TO VOTIOSUTIKO TUAHA TNG TTOANG O OPYAVWHEVOG XDPOG
Twv aBAnTK®V eykataotdoewv — otddio, yupvdolo, maiaiotpa, Béppeg —
kateAdpBave éktaon 35 otpeppdtwy. XNV TAayid Tou Ad@ou NG ZrmnAia-
VG BpgBnkav katdhoima Tou apxaiou Bedtpou Kal EMNVICTIKEG ETTAUAEIG e
Pneidwtd ddmeda e&aipeTiKAG TEXVNG. 2€ KeVTPIKA onpeia TG MOANG aMd
Kar oto SUTIKS TUAKA TNG evtoriotnkav Ta Aefipava 1ep®v kai vawv diagpd-
pwv enmoxwv, Appoditng, Alovioou, Auyolotou kai Peung, Aptepng, Afjun-
tpag kai Képng k.4, evd €&w amd to dutikd kal To Popeloavatolikd TeiXog
anokaAJgBnkav ol VEkPOTIOAEIG aTd TOUG YEWHETPIKOUG WEXPI TOUG UoTe-

poug xpdvoug. 2Tto Ad@o tou Kdotpou tou AukoUpyou armokahiednkav
SUo emavheig, otig omoieg Siaxeiualav Pwpaiol autokpdtopeg kai TPIYKITIEG.

H lepd O8d¢, mou cuvédee v apxaia mdAn pe to 1Epd G Hpag kai ma-
KOOTPWONKE KATd TN pwpdikr| eMoxr, evtoriotnke oe didpopa onueia evedg
NG olyxpovng mdAnG Tou Mubayopeiou Kal oty MePIOXr] Tou agpodpopiou.

2¢€ éva olyxpovo véo Mouaeio, oto KévTpo TG apxaiag moAngG tng Zduou,
aMd Kkar tng olyxpovng TOANG tou Nubayopeiou, extiBevtal onpavukd supr-
Jata, Tou i6av TO YWG HE TIG aVAoKAPEG oTNY apXaia mOAN kai otny Urai-
Bpo. To yvwotd kabiotd dyahua mou eikoviCel Tov Aidkn, Tiatépa tou [MoAu-
Kodtrn), Oauudoleg TPIVES kal Jappdpiveg emtupPieg otiheg pe avBepwtr -
oteyn, XapaknpEIotikd Seiypata g 1wvikAg Txvng (6og ar. mX.), n mepion-
un apxdikr pappdpivn oapko@dyog, o eEAIPETIKAG TEXVNG KOUPOG, APIEpWHA
Tou /\elkiou otov ATtdMwva, o evdedupévog kolpog tou KdBo Powvid, To po-
vadiké emtipPio avdyhueo véou amd tn Xwpa tou Sou at. X, To yonTeutkd
dyahua g Agpoditng, To dyahua tng lpiyéveiag and dompo kai palpo pdp-
papo, To evertiypapo dyaiua tou AmoMwvidn tou E@éoiou, EIKOVIOTIKEG Ke-
Parég Pwpaiwy autokpatdpwy kai Toivkimwy, peta&l twy onoiwy éva and ta
wpaldTepa MopTEaita Tou AuyoUoTou, TO UMEp@UAIkoU PeyéBoug dyalua tou
autokpdtopa Tpdiavoy, Tou 0Eel KOKKIVO XpWHUA OTO XITHvVa K.d., aroteAolv
dPIOTOUPYAKATA TNG OApIakrg MAQoTIKAG. H Kepapikd Kal n pIkpotexvia ex-
rpoowrieital and e&alPeTKG ayyeia Twv VEONBIKOV £wG Kal TwV XpOVWV TG
Uotepng apxaidtnTag, oapiakig mapaywynG Kai eionypéva.
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he excavations, begun around 45 years ago by the Greek Archaeologi-

cal Service, have revealed many facts about the ancient city of Samos,
which developed in parallel with its neighboring sanctuary dedicated to the
Mother Goddess Hera.

The earliest habitation to be confirmed by excavation in the ancient city
dates to the Neolithic period (5th/4th millennium BC). It was agricultural
in nature, and has been identified on the hill of the Castle of Lykourgos
Logothetes at Pythagorio.

About 1000 BC, lonians from Epidauria arrived on the island and set-
tled its southeast coast, at the site of modemn Pythagorio. The wealth of
archaeological finds from recent excavations in the ancient city, especially its
Geometric cemetery, testifies to the existence of a particularly important in-
stallation with significant artistic development during the Geometric period
(I0th-8th c. BC), which continued in the 7th c. BC. The Samians established
colonies on the opposite coast of lonia, in Thrace, and in the West.

As early as the first half of the 6th c. BC, Samos had emerged as one of
the most important artistic centers in the Greek world. With Polycrates in
the second half of the 6th c. BC, Samos reached the peak of its power and
became a major naval force. It was at that time that the city's first fortifications
were built, which together with later repairs and extensions surrounded an
area of 1,600 m? within which about 60,000 people dwelt ca. 400 BC. Ac-
cording to Herodotus, who visited the island in 460 BC, three major projects
marked the development of infrastructure works in the 6th c. BC: the “mole
in the sea”, i.e. the great mole (360 m long); the “amphistomon orygma”
(double-mouthed channel), i.e. the Eupalinian aqueduct constructed to bring
water from the north slope of the mountain to the south near the city; and
the “largest of all the temples known to us”, i.e. the great temple of Hera.

During the same period, the city and the sanctuary of Hera, located 6 km
from the city, were adorned with magnificent sculptures that made Samos
one of the greatest sculpture centers in the lonian world. Local pottery and
bronze workshops produced masterpieces.

Samos continued as an important center during subsequent years in an-
cient Greece despite the many travails and disasters history had in store
for the island, though it never again attained the glory it had enjoyed in the
Archaic period. From 129 BC onward, the island belonged to the Roman
province of Asia.

The Agora came to light in the center of the city, with an enormous build-
ing with stoas and other noteworthy buildings, as well as pottery and metal
workshops. In the southwest part of the city, the organized area of athletic
installations — stadium, gymnasium, palaestra, and baths — occupied an area
of 3.5 hectares (35,000 m?). On the slopes of the hill of Panaghia Spiliani, the
remains of the ancient theater and Hellenistic villas with exceptionally fine
mosaic floors were found. At central points in the city as well as in its west-
ern section the remains of sanctuaries and temples of various eras dedicated
to Aphrodite, Dionysus, Augustus and Rome, Artemis, Demeter and Kore,
and others were found. Cemeteries dating from the Geometric to the later
periods were found outside the western and northeastern walls. On the hill
of the Castle of Lykourgos Logothetes two villas were discovered where
Roman emperors and princes spent their winters.

The Sacred Way, which connected the ancient city with the Sanctuary of
Hera and which was paved during the Roman age, was identified at various
points within the modem city of Pythagorio and the vicinity of the airport.

Important finds brought to light by excavations in the ancient city and country-
side are on display in a modem new Museum in the center of the ancient city of
Samos. The well known statue of a seated figure portraying Aeaces, the father of
Polycrates, admirable porous and marble funerary stelai crowned by palmettes,
characteristic examples of lonian art (6th c. BC), the famous Archaic marble
sarcophagus, the exceptionally fine kouros dedicated by Leukios to Apollo, the
dressed kouros from Cavo Fonias, the unique funerary relief of a youth from
Chora (5th c. BC), the charming statue of Aphrodite, the black and white marble
statue of Iphigenia, the inscribed statue by Apollonides of Ephesus, portrait heads
of Roman emperors and princes, including one of the finest surviving portraits of
Augustus, the colossal statue of the Emperor Trajan that preserves red color on
its chiton, and others — all are masterpieces of Samian sculpture. The pottery and
minor arts are represented by exceptionally fine vases dating from the Neolithic
period to Late Antiquity, including both Samian and imported wares.
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