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To Alov gival o 1EpdG ToToG Twv apxaiwy Makeddvwv otn okid tou OAJ-
pmou. 2’ éva povadikd mepiBdMov pe mAoloia BAdotnon, maviynia
Sévdpa, drmeipeg TNYEG vepol kai éva mAwtd motdu, and ta mavdpxaia
xpovia otriBnke évag peydhog Bwpdg yia tn Aatpeia tou Olupriou Aidg kal
TwV Kop®wv Tou, Twv Mouakyv. Otav tov 5o ai. mX. 1o Kpdtog twv Makedd-
vwv améktnoe 1Siaftepn dlvapn kai Pyrike otn oknvr TngG 1otopiag, oto Alov
kaBiepwbnkav Aapmpol aywveg, abAnuikol kai Beatpikol, Ta ev Aiw OAJ-
pmma. Na v opydvwor] toug pdvudav ol idior ol Bacieis g Makedovi-
ag, Tou xpnaigorolodoav o 1Epd Tou AidG WG ToV KEVIPIKS X®Po Aatpeiag
yia 6houg Toug Makeddveg. AMAa oToug 1EpOUG XMPOUG XTIOTNKE [Id TTOAN
TIoU aMéKTNOE PvNUeIakr] Hop@r] ota xpodvia twv Aiaddxwv tou Meydhou
AeEdvdpou Karl yvapioe T Seltepn akur g otnv mepiodo Twv QIAaNé-
Eavdpwyv autokpatépwv TG Popng, tov 20 kai 3o ai. p.X. Tov 4o kai 5o ai.
u.X. o Afov é{noe tnv TeAeutaia onpavtikr mepiodo, n omoia éofnoe Uote-
pa and PeyAAEG GEICUIKEG KATAOTPOMEG.

AkoAouB®VTag to MAAKOOTPWHEVO povordt HETd To MePITePo €100-
dou oto apxaiohoyikd TTEPKO O EMOKEMTNG TTPOooTIEPVd TN PeydAn Tyr
vepoU ota Se&id tou Kar eBdvel oto 1Epd NG ARuNTPAg e TOMG 1gpd
Ktipia, and ta omoia ta maAaidTepa Xpovoloyouvtal ota TEAn Tou 60U al.
mX. Kal ta vedtepa ota pwyaikd xpdvia. ZuvexiCovtag to povordu Bpi-
oketal Eagpvikd miow and ta &évdpa prpootd oto 1epd Tou Aidg Y(ictou
pe To vad oto BdBog kal to Pwud pmpootd tou. Aviiypaga amd to Aa-
TeeuTikd dyaAua kal BAoelg YAUTT®V e Tapdotacn astov €xouv Tomode-
nBel oug apxikég B€oeig Toug. Alya pétpa avatoAIKGTEPA TEPVAVIAG T

Lymg in the shadow of Mt. Olympus, Dion was the “sacred place” of the
ancient Macedonians. From very ancient times, a large altar had been
set up for the worship of Olympian Zeus and his daughters, the Muses,
in a unique environment characterized by rich vegetation, towering trees,
countless springs and a navigable river. In the 5th c. B.C., when he Macedo-
nian state acquired great power and emerged onto the stage of history,
brilliant athletic and theatrical contests, the “Olympian Games of Dion”,
were organized there. Their organization was overseen by the Macedonian
kings themselves, who used the sanctuary of Zeus as a religious center for
all Macedonians. A city was built adjacent to the sacred sites that acquired
monumental form during the reigns of Alexander the Great's successors,
and which experienced its second heyday during the reigns of 2nd and 3rd
c. AD. Roman emperors who were fond of Alexander the Great. Dion’s
final important period was in the 4th and 5th c. AD. It became extinct fol-
lowing major earthquake destructions.

Following the paved path after the entrance booth to the archaeologi-
cal park, visitors pass by the large spring on their right and arrive at the
sanctuary of Demeter with its many sacred buildings, the earliest of which
date to the late 6th c. B.C. and the latest to the Roman period. Continu-
ing along this path, they suddenly find themselves before the sanctuary
of Zeus Hypsistos emerging from behind trees, with the temple in the
background and the altar in front. Copies of the cult statue and the bases
of statues depicting eagles have been placed in their original positions. A
few meters to the east, crossing the bridge over the small river one sees
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VEpuPa Tou piIKpoU Totapoy aviikpiCel mAnuuuplopévo and mnyaia vepd
10 1€p0 NG “loidog, tng Ayurttiag Bedg Mou aVTIKATEGTNOE OTa EANANVIOTI-
Kd xpovia otn Béon autr v Aptepn. 2to B1o 1gpd UMdpXel o vaiokog
NG Appoditng Ymohupmdiag, tng tomkrig AQEoditng Twv UMWPEIDY ToU
OMNGpmou. [NoAd and ta aydAuata tou lgpol Tou Bpébnkav oTig avaoka-
@€ EavaotriOnkav oe avtiypaga yia va {wvtavéPouv tnv eikdva tou le-
poU TorTiou. XUvexiCovtag To PoVOTIdT O EMOKEMTNG UIMAiVEl OTOV KEVIPI-
k6 Spdpo NG MOANG.

Mia dMn evaMaktikr) Topeia Petd to 1gpd TG Afunteag odnyel oto 1epd
tou Aiég Olupriou, émou BpéBnke o peydAog Bwpdg Kal TOMEG emypa-
QEG pe emionua kefpeva twv Makeddvwy Bacihéwv. 2tn vota mapuer} Tou
1gp0oU XTOTNKE 0Ta pwlaikd xpdvia éva VEo BEATpo ToU avTIKATESTNOE TO
peydAo eMnviotikd Béatpo to omoio Ppioketal Bopeiodutikd Tou 1Epol Tou
Ai6g Ohuprriou.

O d1adpopég and ta igpd odnyolv otn vota MUAN TG apxaiag moAng,
n ormofa dpxice va avarriooetal and tov 50 al mX. Kal MHPE Pvnuela-
K] Hop®r] ota TéAn tou 4ou ai. X, dtav XTioTtKav Ta eviunwolakd Tei-
xn Kkal ta dnudoia ktipid g O emokemng propel va kdvel éva peydho
TepMato katd prikog Twv TEIXWV 1) va akoAouBrioel Toug apxaioug Spd-
Houg Tou oTpwbnKav pe peydhoug AiBoug ota pwudikd xpdvia. Akohoubo-
VIag tov Kevipikd dpdpo @Bdvel otn peydAn aotikr] €MauAn We To TEpipn-
po Yneidwtd tou Alovioou, Tou Tiaplotdvetal Tdvw oto dppa tou va PByai-
vel yéoa and ta kipata g Bdhacoag. Mupvdvtag mow oty Kevipikr Oi-
actalpwon ouvavid to oAU evOIaQEPOV APXITEKTOVIKA TTOAUYWVIKS KTr-
plo TTou MOaveg Atav Jia oteyaopévn ayopd. 2tov S0 Spdpo Tou odnyel
otnv mUAn tou OAJpmou PBpioketal n elcodog otnv MakaioxpioTiavikr Baci-
NKA) TG SYiung mepiddou tou Alou e SUo eMAMNAEG OIKOSOUIKEG PATEIG
(40g kar 50¢ ar. p.X.).

21 véua mapuer g mOANG, mpog tnv €£0do amd to apxaiohoyikd
TIdPKO, AMAOVETAl TO KINPEIAK® OUYKEOTNHA TwV dNudoiwV AOUTP®Y Of
4.000 T.u. Extédg amd toug AoutpikoUg X®EOUG, TTou ATav OTPWHEVO! HE
pappdpiva kal Yneidwtd &dmeda, or peydeg Béppeg Sigbetav XHpoug
avayuxrig, aibouca Aatpeiag tou AokAnmoU, ald Kkai éva wdeio yia ex-
dnAwoeig MoAtiopoU.

210 Mouoeio mapoucidlovial KUpingG EUPrUATa TwV avaokapwy tou Alou:
aydAJata, Mypages, €oya HIKPOTEXVIAG AAd Kal XapaktnPEIoTKd euprjua-
1a and TG UMOPEIEG KAl TIG KOPUPES Tou OAJumou, and v apxaia M6d-
va kai aAou.

21nv ApxaioBrikn, amévavu and to Mouceio, extiBevtal mpdogpata eupr-
HATa TWV avaokapwy Tou QEPVOUV TOUG EMIOKETTTEG TTIO KOVIE OTO £pY0 TwV
apxaioAdywv mou okdPouv Kdbe kahokaipl. 2TV ApxaloBrikn mpoypapua-
TiCetal va petaepBei kar va cuvtnenBel to povadikéd Pneidwtd tou Alovi-
OOU UMPooTd ota Pdtia twv EMOKEM®Y Tou Afou.

Tig avackagég tou Aiou ané to 1928 mpayuatorolel to ApiototéAeio [Na-
VEMOoTipIo @eooalovikng.

the sanctuary of Isis, the Egyptian goddess who replaced Artemis at this
site in the Hellenistic age. The sanctuary is today flooded by spring waters.
In this same sanctuary there was a shrine of Aphrodite Hypolympidia, the
local Aphrodite worshipped in the foothills of Mt. Olympus. Copies of
many statues found in excavations of the sanctuary have been remounted
to enliven the image of this sacred landscape. Continuing along this path,
visitors enter the city’s main avenue.

An alternative route after the sanctuary of Demeter leads to the sanctuary
of Olympian Zeus, where a large altar and many inscriptions bearing official
texts of the Macedonian kings were found. During the Roman period, a new
theater was built on its southern edge, replacing the large Hellenistic theater
northwest of the sanctuary of Olympian Zeus.

The routes by the sanctuaries lead to the southern gate of the ancient
city, which began to develop from the 5th c. B.C. and acquired monu-
mental form in the late 4th c. B.C. when its imposing walls and public
buildings were constructed. Visitors can take a long walk along its walls,
or follow the ancient streets which were paved with large stones in the
Roman period. Following the main avenue, one arrives at a large urban
villa with the famous mosaic of Dionysus, who is shown on his chariot
emerging from the waves. Turning back, at the main junction one en-
counters the architecturally interesting polygonal building (“Polygon”),
which was probably a covered market. Along the same road, which
leads to the gate of Olympus, is the entrance to the Early Christian ba-
silica, dating to Dion’s late period. It experienced two successive building
stages (4th, 5th c. AD.).

At the southem edge of the city, near the archaeological park's exit, the
building complex of the public baths extends over an area of 4,000 m2. In
addition to the bathing rooms, which were paved with marble and mosaics,
these large baths had spaces for recreation, a hall for the cult of Asclepius,
and an odeum for cultural events.

The Museum primarily presents finds from the excavations at Dion: stat-
ues, inscriptions, and examples of the minor arts as well as representa-
tive finds from the foothills and peaks of Olympus, ancient Pydna, and
elsewhere.

In the “Archaiothiki” opposite the Museum, recent excavation finds are
displayed, drawing visitors closer to the work of the archaeologists who ex-
cavate at Dion each summer. There is a plan to transfer the unique mosaic
of Dionysus and conserve it in the presence of visitors to Dion.

The Aristotle University of Thessaloniki has been conducting excavations
at Dion since 1928.
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https://www.culture.gov.gr/el/SitePages/default.aspx
https://etickets.tap.gr
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