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I_l apxaia ToAN Twv PINTTTWY I8PUBNKE OTIG TIAPUPEG TWV EADV TTOU KAAUTTTAY
10 vouoavatohikd Turipa g mediddag g Apduacg. Or TPWTO! OIKIOTEG
NG ftav droikol and ) ©doo, ol onoiol, YWwpiovtag tov MoUTo NG Te-
PIOXNG Og TMOAUTIHA PETAMG, uAeia kai yewpyikd mpoidvia, idpuoav to 360
X, v aroikia Twv Kenvidwv. MoAd yeriyopa (356 m.X) n véa aroikia, mou
aneiNeftal and toug Opdkeg, {ntd ) Porieia Tou GiAimmou B, BaciNd g
Makedoviag. Autdg, SIaPAETOVIAG Ty OIKOVOUIKY KAl OTEATNYIKY onpacia g
TOANG TV katahapBdvel, TV oxupwver kai TG Sivel To dvopd tou: ikmol.

H 1éAn yvwpioe mepiodo akurg otoug eEMnvIoTIKoUG XpAvoug, omndte aré-
KTnoe To TeiXog G, O€atpo, dnudaoia oikoSopAPata Kal ISIWTIKEG KATOIKIEG.
H &iéAeuon g Eyvatiag odol péoa and toug PiAimmoug tov lo ar. mX.
MPooédwoe otnv TOAN peyaAitepn Baputnta, kabwg tn YETETpeYe OE on-
peio avagpopdg tng TEPIOXTG.

To 42 X, n Spauauir] pdxn v PNTmMwv otoug dlo xaunholg Adgoug £5w
and ta SuTikd teixn NG TOANG GAMAEE eVIEANG TOV XaPAKTPa TG, Aoy Petd TV
emipdrtnor| Tou o Oxtafiavdg T petétpeye ot pwpdikr aroikia (Colonia Augusta
Julia Philippensis). Etol, N ToAN peyahdvel kar avaSeikvUeTal G OIKOVORIKG, SIOIKNTIKO
Kal KaMTeExVIKG Kévtpo. Eva dMo onuavikd yeyovdg, Spwe, €ueMe kal AN va
aMd&el T puoloyvwpia TG TIOANG N é\euon Tou anootdrou [athou, o oroiog
i5puoE £5¢) TNV TIPWTN XOIoTIAVIKY EkKANGia oe eupwdiikd €dapog To 49/50 pX. H
emiKpdtnon G Véag Bpnokeiag kai n petapopd g Mpwtedouods Tou Pwudikoy
Kpdroug otnv KawvotavivoUroln moocgdwoav alyAn atoug PiNimmoug. Katd toug
riaAaloxpioTiavikoUg xpdvoug (4og-60g ar pX), 16pUbnkav ot Béon twv pwudikov
KIpiwv T0 ouykpdTa tou OKTayvou [E ToV HNTEOTTIONTIKO vad, agiepwpévo
otov andotoro [NalAo, kabwg kal TeeIG PeyaNoTTIPETTEIG BACINIKEG.

H noAn apxiCel va eykataAeimetal oug apxég tou 7ou al. p.X. egartiag pe-
ydhwv oelopdv Kar oAaBikav emdpopmv. Emdel otoug Bulaviivolg xpdvoug
WG oxXUPS PEPOUPIO, VA N EPAHWOT] TNG OAOKANPWVETAl HE TNV TOUPKIKH
katdktnon ota An tou l4ou ai. pX.

H avaokagikr épeuva dpxioe otoug PiAmmoug to 1914 and ) FaMikr Ap-
XaloAoyIKr 2xoAd. Metd tov B [Naykdopio néAepo n Apxaioloyikr Yrinpeoia
kal n Apxaioloyikr Etaipeia Sievrijpynoav cuotnuatikég avaokageg. 2riuepd,
n Apxaioloyikr] Yrmnpeoia, to ApiototéAeio [Navemotipio ©goocalovikng kai

he ancient city of Philippi was built on the fringes of the marshes that

occupied the south-east part of the plain of Drama. The first settlers
were colonists from Thasos who were aware of the rich sources of precious
metals, timber and agricultural products in the region and therefore founded
the colony of Krenides in 360 BC. The new colony was soon threatened by
the Thracians and in 356 BC sought the aid of Philip II, king of Macedonia.
Discerning the economic and strategic importance of the city, Philip cap-
tured and fortified it and gave it his name: Philippi.

The city prospered greatly in the Hellenistic period, when it acquired its
fortification walls, theatre, public buildings and private residences. The fact
that the Via Egnatia passed through Philippi in the Ist c. BC made the city
much more important and transformed it into a major centre of the region.

In 42 BC, the battle of Philippi, fought on the two low hills outside the
west walls of the city, changed its character completely: after his victory,
Octavian converted Philippi into a Roman colony (Colonia Augusta Julia
Philippensis). The city expanded and developed into an economic, adminis-
trative and artistic centre. However, another important event was to change
the personality of the city once again: the visit of St Paul the Apostle, who
founded the first Christian church on European soil here in AD 49/50. The
predomination of the new religion and the transfer of the capital of the
Roman empire to Constantinople lent Philippi considerable lustre and repu-
tation. In the Early Christian period (4th-6th c. AD), the Octagon complex
was built on the site of Roman buildings, with the cathedral dedicated to St
Paul and three magnificent basilicas.

The city began to be abandoned in the early 7th c. AD, as a result of major
earthquakes and the Slav raids. It survived in the Byzantine period as a fort,
but was finally completely desolated after the Turkish conquest in the late
[4th c. AD.

I MepiBolog texwy, 406 ar. m.X.-Bulavuvoi xpdvor City walls, 4th c. BC-Byzantine period

la. MUAn NedmoAng, 4og ai. m.X. la. Gate of Neapolis, 4th c. BC

IB. AxpdmoAn, 4og ai. m.X.-Bulavtivoi xpévol IB. Acropolis, 4th c. BC-Byzantine period
2. ©¢éatpo, 406 al. m.X.-pwpaikoi xpdvol 2. Theatre, 4th c. BC-Roman period

3. lepd Aptépidog, pwpaikoi xpévol 3. Sanctuary of Artemis, Roman period
4. lepd ZiABavoy, pwpdikoi Xpévol 4. Sanctuary of Silvanus, Roman period

4a. Tpikoyxo I1gp6, pwiaikoi Xpovol
4B. lepd KuBéAng, pwpaikoi xpdvor

4a. Sanctuary with three niches, Roman period
4B. Sanctuary of Cybele, Roman period

5. lepd ayurtinv Bewv, pwpdikoi xpévol 5. Sanctuary of the Egyptian gods, Roman period

6. Baaoihikrj A, makaioxpicuiavikoi xpévol (6og ai.p.X) 6. Basilica A, Early Christian period (6th c. AD)

7. Hpwo, 406 ai. .X.-pwpaikoi xpévol 7. Heroon, 4th c. BC-Roman period

8. «®uhakr» tou amoctdlou Mavlou, pwpaikoi- 8. St Paul's «prison», Roman-Byzantine period
BuCavuvoi xpdvor

9. Ayopd, pwpdikoi Xpévol 9. Forum, Roman period

10. Epmopikr} ayopd, pwuaikoi xpdvol 10. Commercial agora, Roman period

Il Bacikikrj B, maAaioxpictiavikoi xpdvoi (6og ar.p.X.) II. Basilica B, Early Christian period (6th c. AD)

12. MaAaiotpa, pwpdikoi Xpévol 12. Palaestra, Roman period

13. ©£ppeg - Aéoxn, pwpdikoi xpévor 13. Baths - club, Roman period

14. Oktdywvog vadg, mahaioxpiotiavikoi xpdvol 4. Octagon church, Early Christian period (6th c.

(606 ar. p.X.) AD)
15. Tagikd npwo, eNnviotikoi xpdvol (206 ar.m.X.) 5. Funerary heroon, Hellenistic period (2nd c. BC)
16. Emokoreio, maAaioxpioTiavikoi xpdvol (6og ar.puX.) 16, Bishop's residence, Early Chrtistian period (6th c. AD)
17. Bahaveio, makaioxpiotiavikoi xpévol (6og ai.p.X.) 7. Balneum (bath), Early Christian period (6th c. AD)
18. Eyvavtia 086, pwpdiioi-naiaioxpiotiavikoi xpévol 18, Via Egnatia, Roman-Early Christian period
19. Baoikikrj [, maAaioxpiotiavikoi xpdvol (6og ai.p.X.) 9. Basilica I, Early Christian period (6th c. AD)



n FaMikr) ApxaloAoyikr 2ZxoAfj ouvexiCouv tnv dapxaloloyikr| épeuva. Ta
EUPIHATA TWV avaokap®v euAdocovtal oto Mouoeio Twv PIATTTwV.

O emokémng @OAvel orjepa otov apxaloAoyikd xwpo Twv PNy, ota
Sutikd tou Anpotikol Aiapepiopatog Kpnvidwy, akolouBovtag tny enapxi-
axrj 086 KaBdhag-Apdpag (I5 xAu. and v KaBdAa, 21 xAp. ané ) Apdua).

Ta onuavukdtepa Pvnueia Kar apxItektovikd oUVoAd Tou apXaloAoyIKoU
Xxwpou eivar:

Ta teixn kai n akpdmoAn. Ta teixn Eekivolv amd v Kopuer] Tou Adpou,
omou Ppioketal N oxupr] akpOTIoAN, Kai TIEPIKAEIOUV Toug TIPOTTOSEG Tou Kal
Tprpa tng mediddag (a’gdon: Gikmmog B, péoa 4ou ar. X, B’ pdon: lou-
ouviavog A, 527-565 p.X). Zto eowtepikd TG akpdToAnG undpxel ipyog
UoTEPOPRUaVIIVEV XpdVwV. To GUVOAIKS HAKOG TNG TIEPIETPOU TWV TEIXOV
@Odvel ta 3,5 xA.

O¢atpo. Xtiotke mbavétata and tov Bacinid Gikmmo B (yipw ota
péoa tou 4ou ar. X.). Tov 20 kai 30 ar. P.X. éylvav onUavukég aAayég
Kal TPOOBAKeG yIa va TMPOCAPHOOTEl N Aeitoupyia Tou oG avdykeg Twv
Beapdtwy TG pwudaikig emoxig.

Ayopd (Forum). Aroteloloe To dioiknukd Kévipo Twv PNV ot pwidikr
eroxr. Eival éva eviaia oxediaopévo ouykpdtnua dnpociwy Kineiwy, Tou op-
yavavovtal yUpw and pia Kevipik TAdteia, pe pvnueiakdtepa Ktiopatd tov
Bopeioavatohikd kai tov Bopeiodutikd vad. Zta Boépeid g mepvd évag peyd-
oG TAKOOTPWHEVOG SPOHOG, TTIOU €xel TAUTIOTES e Tnv dpxaia Eyvatia 086.

MaAaiotpa. Exel kahupOel oto peyalitepo turjua tng and tn Pacihiky B.
MepieAdpBave mepiotuln kevtpikr aur, dwudta kai pikpd apeiBéatpo. O
KaAUTepa SiatnPnUéVoG XWPog eival of feomaciavég (TOUAAETEG) Otn VoTio-
avatoAIk ywvia Tou Ktnpiou.

«DPulakri» tou amoctdhou Mavhou. Bpioketal ota vétia g Bacihikig A.
20ppwva e v riapddoon moteletal Ot OToV XWPO AuTd QUAAKIOTNKE O
anéotorog INalhog. Ztnv mpaypatkédtnta mpdKetal yia ia pwudikr Se&ape-
vrj Udatog (Kivotépva), n omoia apySTepa PETATPATNKE GE AQTOEUTIKO XWPO.

Baaoihikij A. MeydAn tpiikAitn Baoiikr), Siaotdoewv 130x50 ., pe eykdpoio
KAIToG otnv avatoAikr] MAeupd, TeTpdywvo aifpio, urepo Tdvw amd Ta KA-
N Kai Tov vdpOnka kar 1IS1dtunn @idAn. XpovoAoveital ota tAn tou Sou a.
u.X. 210 peoaio kAitog diatnpouvtal TPARATa NG MOAUTEAOUG TAAKOOTPW-
ong Kkar pépog tou dufwva. 1diaftepa eviunmwolakég eivar ol Toixoypapieg
(piunon opBopappdpwong) tou MPoBaiduou Tou TIapeKKANaGiou.

Baaoihikrj B. Tpikhitn Baciikr pe vdpbnka kar mpooktiopata ota Bépeia
Kkar voua (@idAn, diakovikd). Xpovoroyeitar yipw oto 550 pX. To oxeddv
TETPAYWVO KEVIPIKG KAITOG KaAumtdtav pe Bho, o omoiog otnpi{dtav oe
peydhoug meoooug. Me deltepo OG0 oteyaldtav o lepd Bripa. O yAurrtdg
NG SIdKOOPOG avTavakAd KWVOTavTIVOUTTOATIKN eMidpaot).

BaoiAikri . Meyalompemr|q tpiikhitn Bacihikry pe vdpBnka kar eykdpolo KA-
10G, SIMAS dpPwva, MoAuteAr| pappapoBetripata damédou kai mouoio YAUTTTd
Kal apxitektoviké Sidkoopo. Xpovoloyeital otov 6o at. pX.

Oktdywvo. To OAOKANPWHEVO CUYKPOTNHA TOU EMOKOTTIKOU vaoU twv Pi-
Aimmwv. [MNepirhapBdvel Tov oktdywvo vad Tou Mapoucidlel TOEIG OIKOOOMIKEG
@doeig (and ta TéAn Tou 4ou-apxEg Tou Sou €wg ta péoa tou bou al. PhX.)
Kal xtiotnke otn B€on euktrjplou oikou agiepwpévou otov andotoro [Naliio
(apxég tou 4ou ai p.X.), o oroiog 15pUbNKke otn B€on uoTEPOEMNVIOTIKOU
tdpou-npwou. To ouykpdtnua mepiAauBdver akdun @idAn, Barriotripio, Aou-
Towva, SIKPOPO EMOKOTIEID Kal Pvnueiakd TuAGva mpog tnv Eyvatia 086.

Excavations were begun at Philippi by the French School of Archaeology
in 1914. After the Second World War, the Archaeological Service and the
Archaeological Society conducted systematic excavations there. At present,
the Archaeological Service, the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the
French School of Archaeology are continuing the archaeological investigation
of the site. The finds from the excavations are housed in the Philippi Museum.

Visitors now approach the archaeological site of Philippi, to the west of
the Krenides Municipal Region, by following the provincial Kavala-Drama
road (I5 km from Kavala 21 km from Drama).

The most important monuments in the archaeological site are:

Fortification walls and acropolis. The fortification walls run from the forti-
fied acropolis on the summit of the hill, and enclose its foothills and part of
the plain (first phase: Philip Il, middle of the 4th c. BC, second phase: Justinian
I, AD 527-565). Inside the acropolis there is a Late Byzantine tower. The
total length of the enceinte is about 3.5 km.

Theatre. Probably buift by king Philip Il (about in the middle of the 4th c.
BC). In the 2nd and 3rd c. AD it was considerably modified and extended to
accommodate it to the requirements of the spectacles of the Roman period.

Forum. This was the administrative centre of Philippi in the Roman period.
It is a complex of public buildings designed as a unit and organised around
a central square, the most monumental structures being the temples at the
north-east and north-west. To its north runs a wide paved street that has
been identified with the ancient Via Egnatia.

Palaestra. The larger part of this is covered by Basilica B. It contained a cen-
tral peristyle courtyard, rooms, and a small amphitheatre. The best-preserved
room is the Vespasianae (toilet) at the south-east comer of the building.

St Paul’s «prison». This lies to the south of Basilica A. According to tradi-
tion, St Paul is believed to have been imprisoned here. It is actually a Roman
water cistern which was later converted into a place of worship.

Basilica A. Large three-aisled basilica measuring 130x50 m with a transept
at the east end, a square atrium, a gallery above the side-aisles and the
narthex, and an unusual font. It dates from the late 5th c. AD. In the central
aisle, parts of the luxurious paved floor and a section of the pulpit are pre-
served. The wall-paintings imitating marble revetment in the vestibule of the
side-chapel are very impressive.

Basilica B. Three-aisled basilica with a narthex and annexes on the north
and south (font, diakonikon). It dates from about AD 550. The almost square
central aisle was roofed by a dome supported on large pillars. A second
dome covered the sanctuary. The sculptural decoration reflects Constan-
tinopolitan influence.

Basilica I. Magnificent three-aisled basilica with a narthex and transept, a
double pulpit, luxurious opus sectile floor and lavish sculptural and architec-
tural decoration. It dates from the 6th c. AD.

Octagon. The general complex of the episcopal church of Philippi. It in-
cludes the octagon church, which has three building phases (from the late
4th-early 5th to the middle of the 6th c.) and was built on the site of a house
of prayer dedicated to St Paul (early 4th c. AD), which was in tum erected
on the site of a Late Hellenistic tomb-heroon. The complex also includes a
font, baptistery, baths, a two-storey bishop's residence and a monumental
gate on to the Via Egnatia.
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