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To ktrjpio Tou Mouceiou

To Apxaioloyiké Mouoeio Xaip®velag KataokeudoTnke HETAEY TwV ETWV
1903 kai 1907, pe Samndveg tng ev ABrivaig Apxaioloyikrig Etaipeiag kai oe
dueon yertviaon pe 1o avaotnAwpévo orjpepa Tagikd pvnueio tou AEovtog,.
18pUBnKe yia va oteydoel eupripata ano TG MPWTEG avaoKAQES TTou dievrip-
ynoe n ev ABrvaig Apxaioloyikr} Etaipeia katd ta € 1903-1907, und v
ernorTteia Tou apxaiohdyou lewpyiou Zwtneiddn, oto moAudvdpio Twv Te-
oéviwv Makeddvwy ot pdxn tou 338 X, kabwg kar oe pia oeipd Béoewv
TWV VEONBIKGOV XpOVWV Kal TG MPWIUNG €Moxrig Tou XaAkoU otnv KolAdda
tou Poiwtikold Kngioou. Katd toug oeiopoug tou 1981 1o ktrijpio unéotn co-
Bapég Cnuiég. Exheioe opiotikd yia to kovd To 1995 yia emokeugg kar BeA-
Tiwon twv umodopwv tou. Tnv enorteia uhomoinong tou €pyou «Oikodop-
Kég ka H/M Epyaoieg emokeurig-evioxuong Apxaiohoyikod Mouoegiou Xai-
paveiag - emavékBeony, mou evidxBnke oto " KIMX kar xpnuatodotriBnke
and to [MENM Ztepedg EMASag, eixe n AietBuvon Extéheong Epywv Mouoei-
wv kai MoAmotkav Kinpiwv tou YTMIMO, eve v opydvwon tng véag ék-
Beong (unoépyo «EmavékBeon Mouceiou Xaipwvelagy) mpaypatonoinoe (e
autemotaoia n @ EMKA, katd v mepiodo 2004-2009.

H ékBeon

O exBeoiaxdg xwpog eivar tpipepris (Mpobdiapog kai o aibouceg), ye
ekBépata mou KaAUTTTowv o Sidotnua amd Toug MPOICTOPIKOUG £WG TOUG
TIPWTOUG XPIoTIAVIKOUG XPOVOUG.

O mpoBdAapog eival apiepwpéVog otny
I0TOPIKY) QUOIOYVWHIa NG apxaiag Xalpw-
VEIAG Kal TNG EUPUTEPNG TTEPIOXTG TNG, TTE-
Sio opiopévwy amod TG KPIOIHGTEPES TIOAe-
MIKEG ouppdEelg TG apxaidtntag, Omwg
autég tou 338 kai tou 86 X, And ta on-
pavukdtepa eupriyata g aibouoag ei-
val émAg, ayyeia Kar PIkpoavtikeieva, mou
Tipoépxovtal and tov WPPROo Twv TMECOVIWY
Makeddvwv otn pdxn tou 338 mX,, kabwg
kar ané to mohudvdpio, émou tdenkav ol
péxpl evog mecdveg 300 ©Onfaiol leporo-
xiteg. Mdvw oto moAudvdpio twv OnPaiwv
n MOAN NG ©rPBag €o0tnoe To Pvneio Tou
Aéovtog wg avduvnon g yevvaiag ure-
pdoriong evog kdopou mou €due. Tn Be-
patkr] evétnta CUUMANPWVEL N evermiypa-
©n Bdon evég ek wv dlo Tporaiwy mou
¢otnoe o Aelkiog KopvriNiog ZUMag otnv
miepioxr} TG XaIPWVEIAS yia va yiopTtdoel
n vikn Tou evavtiov Tou otpatoul tou Pa-
oiNid Tou Mdévtou MiBpiddtn 2T Eundro-
pog, o 86 X,

21nv AiBouca A apiotepd Tou mpobarduou mapoucidletar n MPoioTopIkr
Bopeia Boiwtia. Znv eicaywyikr mpobrikn tng ékBeong (mpodrikn I: Mdvi-
Jn eykatdotaon) extifetar opoiwpa oIkiokou, TTou xpovoAoveital otn Méon
NeohBikr) ermoxry (5800-5300 m.X.) kai anoteAel éva and ta Aiya aképaia
OHOIOUATA OTTIMV TToU €xouv diacwBel amd Toug xpdvoug autols. 2Tig
enodpeveg Mpobrikeg (Mpobrikn 2: Kaivolpyia {wr), kavolpyia gpyaleia, mpo-
Brjn 3: ZUuBoAa kai vorjuata) rapousidovtal aviikeideva Tou pag mAnpo-
PopOoUV AUEA Ia TIG KABNUEPIVEG SpATTNPIGTNTES, TIG HETAPUOIKES KAl 16~
oAoyIkEG avnouxieg Tou veohiBikoy avBpwrou. H emoxri Tou Xahkou (3n kai
2n xiNetia X)) avamdooetal og MEVIE OePaTikég eVOTNTEG TTOU AVTIOTOI-
xoUv o€ 10dpIBpeg Tpobrikeg, omou yivetalr avapopd ot emuépoug Bepat-
k& olvoAa, OTwg N vewpyia, N Knvotpoeia, n akieia, n diarta, ta payeipi-
K& okeun, n katavdAwon TPoErig, N anmobrkeuor), aAd Kal Ol TEAETOUPYIKES
ouveotdoelg (pobrikn 4: Mopiopdg, enegepyacia, katavdwon kar anodn-
KEUON TNG TPOPrG, PoBrikn 5: TeAeToupyikég ouveoTdoeIg TG EMOXIG TOU
XaAkoU Kkai ta okeln toug). Epgacn divetal otig oikotexvikég dpaotnpidtn-
1€G Kal oto gumdpio (Mpobrkn 6é: Metamoinuikég dpaotneIdtnteg: and v
OIKOTEXVIQ OtV avaktopikr mapaywyr), meobrikn 8: To eundpio oty emno-
xr] Tou XaAkoU), eve amd ta onuavikdtepa exkbéuata g abouoag eival
0 «Bnoaupdey xdhkivwy epyaleiwy amd tov Opxopevo. Tomobeteftal Tepi-
rou oto 1200 mX. kai anotehel pAMoV cUMOYH HETAMOTEXVITN, O OTToI0g
TA OUYKEVTPWVE e OKOTIO va Ta xXUteloel ek véou (TpoBrikn 7: MetaMoup-
yia: n peydAn avakdugn tou avBpdrou).

21nv AiBouca B o emiokémng eiodyetar otoug kabautd 16topikolg xpd-
voug. ExtiBevtal ayyeia twv YEWUETPIKOV Xpdvwy, TIou poépxovtdl and
g Béoeig Opxopevdg, Bpavéd kar Maupovépr Aaldieiag (mpobrikn 9: H
Bépeia Boiwtia katd toug mpwipoug 1otopikoUs Xpdvoug), ayyeia kai el-
SwAia amd g vekpomdAelg tng Popeiag Boiwtiag (mpobrikn 10: To te-
Aeutaio ta&idl, mpobrikn 14: H Cwr] oto omit), aviikeiieva mou oxetiCo-
vtal pe v doknon g Aatpeiag (mpobrkn II: lepd kar Aatpeieg, moobr-
kn 12: H Aatpeia: omovdég kal avabruata) kar Vopiopata mou mpogpxo-
vtal ané €peuveg otn Popeia Boiwtia (Xaipwveia, Opxopevédg, AiBadeld,
Ayiog BAdoiog).

TéNog, ta yAurTtd TG €xkBeong amoteAolv avimpoowTeutikd Sefypata tng
eEENENG NG eMnvikAG TAaoTikig amd Toug WPIHOUG apXaikoug xpdvoug
£wG Ta TéAN NG Uotepng apxaidtntag (506 ai. p.X.). ZexwpiCouv koUpog, Ti-
Bavétata mapiavol gpyactnpiou, Tou MPOEPXeTal and tov Opxopevd Kai
tonobeteital oto 550-540 X, tprjua emtdpPiag otiAng and tn Xaipavelia,
Tiou TomoBeteltal ota téAn tou Sou-apxég 4ou al. X, mbavdtata Beor-
akoU epyaoctneiou, kal ogaipa pe avdyAugeg mpotopég tou HAlou kar tng
>eNjvng and tn AiBadeid, mou tomobeteftar ota téAn tou lou ar. mX.-apxéqg
lou ai. p.X. Zto kévrpo g aiboucag Seomdlel dyahpa KuPéing amd tn Ai-
Badeid, épyo tou ABnvaiou yAUTTn Epueia AvBeotnpiou, oUp@wva pe T xa-
payuévn oto uromnddio emypagr. Amoterel pwpaikd avtiypago (206 ai.
u.X.) Tou @nuiopévou aydhuatog tng KuPéing, €oyo tou lNdpiou yAUTTn
Ayopdkpitou, padnt tou dedia (450-440 m.X.), mou rtav otnpévo oto
Mntpwo g Ayopds Twv ABNVaV.



The Museum building

The Archaeological Museum of Chaironeia was constructed between
1903 and 1907, at the expenses of the Archaeological Society at Athens, just
beside the Lion funerary monument (“‘Lion of Chaironeia”), which is today
restored. The Museum was built to house the finds from the first excava-
tions (1903-1907) conducted by the Archaeological Society at Athens under
the direction of the archaeologist Georgios Soteriadis at the mass grave of
the Macedonians who fell in the battle of 338 BC, and at a series of sites
dating to the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age in the valley of the Boeotian
Kephisos river. The building suffered serious damage in the 198| earthquakes,
and was closed to the public in 1995 for repairs and upgrading of its infra-
structure. Oversight for realization of the project “Building and Electro-me-
chanical works for the repair-reinforcement of the Archaeological Museum
of Chaironeia - Re-exhibition”, which was included in the Third Community
Support Framework and funded by the Central Greece Regional Opera-
tional Programme (ROP), was assumed by the Ministry of Culture’s Direc-
torate of Technical Works Conduction in Museums and Cultural Buildings.
The organization of the new exhibition (sub-project “‘Re-exhibition in the
Museum of Chaironeia”) was carried out directly by the 9th Ephorate of
Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities, in the period from 2004-2009.

The exhibition

The exhibition area is organized in three parts (lobby, two exhibition gal-
leries), with exhibits ranging in date from the Prehistoric age to the Early
Christian period.

The lobby is devoted to the historical profile of ancient Chaironeia and its
environs, a battlefield where some of the most decisive military conflicts of
antiquity occurred, including those of 338 and 86 BC. Among the important
finds on display are weapons, vases, and small objects from the tumulus of
those Macedonians who fell in the battle in 338 BC, and finds from the mass
grave (polyandrion) where every last one of the 300 members of the The-
ban Sacred Band was interred. The city of Thebes erected the Lion monu-
ment over the mass grave of the Thebans in memory of their brave defense
of a world that was waning. This thematic module is complemented by the
inscribed base of one of the two trophies erected by Lucius Cornelius Sulla
in the Chaironeia area to celebrate his victory over the army of the king of
Pontus, Mithridates VI Eupator, in 86 BC.

In Gallery A to the left of the lobby, the prehistory of northern Boeo-
tia is presented. The exhibition’s introductory showcase (case |: Perma-
nent settlement) displays the model of a small house dated to the Middle
Neolithic period (5800-5300 BC). This is a model of one of the few intact
houses preserved from this period. In the following cases presented (case
2: New life, new tools; case 3: Symbols and meanings), there are objects
which provide information about the everyday activities and metaphysical
and ideological concerns of Neolithic man. The Bronze Age (3rd and 2nd

millennium BC) is developed in five thematic modules corresponding to five
showcases, where there is reference to individual thematic groups such as
agriculture, animal husbandry, fishing, diet, cooking utensils, food consump-
tion and storage, and ceremonial banquets (case 4: Obtaining, processing,
consuming and storing food; case 5: Ritual banquets in the Bronze Age and
their utensils). Emphasis is placed on domestic-industrial activities and on
trade (case 6: Processing activities: from domestic manufacture to palatial
production; case 8: Trade in the Bronze Age), while the most important
exhibit in this gallery is the “"hoard” of bronze tools from Orchomenos.
Dated to about 1200 BC, it was probably the collection of a metal-worker
who had amassed the objects intending to re-cast them (case 7: Metallurgy:
man’s great discovery).

In Gallery B, visitors are introduced to the historical period. On display
are Geometric vases from Orchomenos, Vranezi, and Mavroneri (case 9:
Northern Boeotia during Early Historical times), vases and figurines from
cemeteries in northem Boeotia (case 10: The last journey; case 14: Life at
home), objects connected with worship (case II: Sanctuaries and cults; case
12: Worship: libations and votive offerings), and coins which come from
excavations conducted in northern Boeotia (Chaironeia, Orchomenos, Le-
vadeia, Agios Vlasios).

Finally, the exhibition’s sculptural works comprise representative examples
of the development of Greek sculpture from the Late Archaic age to the
end of Late Antiquity (5th c. AD). Noteworthy pieces include a kouros,
probably the work of a Parian workshop, from Orchomenos (550-540 BC),
part of a funerary stele from Chaironeia (late Sth-early 4th c. BC) that was
probably produced by a Thespian workshop, and a sphere with relief busts
of Helios (Sun) and Selene (Moon) from Levadeia (late Ist c. BC-early Ist
c. AD). A statue of Cybele (Kybele) from Levadeia, which according to the
inscription carved on the footstool was the work of the Athenian sculpture
Hermeias, son of Anthesterios, stands in the center of the room. It was a
Roman copy (2nd c. AD) of the famous statue of Cybele (450-440 BC) cre-
ated by the Parian sculptor Agorakritos, a student of Phidias, which stood in
the Metroon in the Athenian Agora.
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