THE LIBRARY OF HADRIAN

snoonc [ BIBAIOOHKH
EEEHL)\?QEL TOY AAPIANOY
THE LIBRARY

OF HADRIAN

AOHNA/ATHENS

AOHNA / ATHENS

I.l.' KEIMENA: A. ZOYPAAZ
DQTOMPA®IEZ: E. MMAPAANH
TENIKH EMIMEAEIA: AIEYOYNZH AHMOZIEYMATON
IXEAIAZMOZ & KAAAITEXNIKH EMIMEAEIA: ZAPI®OMOYAOX MINQX - OFFICE COM.
EKTYMNQZH: BIBAIOZYNEPTATIKH A.ET.EE.

L L Built in AD 132-134 as a donation of the

PHOTOGRAPHS: E. BARDANI

TRANSLATION: D. KAZAZIS | |13
GENERAL SUPERVISION: PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT | : .
DESIGN & LAYOUT: ZARIFOPOULOS MINOS - OFFICE COM. F Roman EmPeFOF Hadrian to the City

TR - o of Athens, at the site of a prosperous quarter

of the Late Hellenistic-Early Roman period.

The Library was a rectangular peristyle
structure with interior courtyard (122x82m.).
It had only one entrance through

a monumental propylon on its western
side, with four Corinthian columns

. i - of Phrygian marble.
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EAAHNIKA

Tnv emBAnukr] mpdooyn amd mevteAiké pdppapo
KoopoUoav avd emtd, o kdBe mépuya, appdBdwtol
Kioveg amd pdppapo Kapuotou, emiong kopivliakou
pubpou. H eowtepikri aulrj mepiBardtav amd
oto€g pe 100 ouvolikd Kioveg Kal 0To KEVTPO TNG
utpxe pia emprikng Segapevy pe NUIKUKAIKEG
amoMj&eig. O1 kupiol xwpor g BifAiodrikng
Bpiokovtav otnv avatolikr) MAeUpd Tou pvnpeiou.
210 KevTpIKS peydho Siwpogo Ktiopa guldocovtav
ta PiBAia (poloi mamipwv), éMwg anodeikviouy ol
KOYXEG YIa TV TOTOBETNGI| TOUG OTOV avaTtoAikd
Toixo. EkatépwBev autou, o1 SUo pikpdtepeg
aiBouceg xpnoipeuav mBavwg wg avayvwotiipia,
ev®d SU0 ywvIakEG pe Oelp€g eSwAiwV og KAPTTUAN
S1dta&n mpoopidovrav yia Siaégeig. Xtn Bopeia

Kail vétia mAeupd Tou oikoSoprpatog Ppickoviav
TPEIG KOYXEG, SUO NUIKUKAIKEG Kal pia TETpAywvn,
pe {evyog appdfdwTwy KIGVKV TIPOG To TEPICTUAIO.
H BiBAioBrikn umréotn coBapég {npi€g katd

v emSpopn Twv EpolAwv to 267 p.X. kai
EMOKEUAOTNKE amd tov Unapxo tou INupikou
Epkouhio (407-412 p.X.).

g apx€g Tou Sou al. p.X., oto xwpo

NG EOWTEPIKIG AUARG TOU pwpaikoU pvnueiou
XTIOTNKE PEYANOTIPETIG TETPAKOYXOG VAOG HE
aiBpio otn Sutikr} Tou mMAeupd. O tetpdioyxog
VaoG KATaoTPAPnKe ota TEAN Tou 6ou aiwva Kal
peTackeudoTnke to B’ piod tou 7ou ar. p.X.

oe tpikAitn Bacihiki. Xta gpeima autrig

xtiotnke tov llo aiwva Bulavtivég vadg,

yvwotdg wg vadg tng MeydAng Mavayidg,

o omoiog katedagiotnke to 1885.

To 120 aidva, o ema@r pe turjpa g mpdooyng
Kkai Tou mpomUAou tng BiBAioBrikng, xtiotnke, and
v oikoyévela XaAkokovSUAn, HIkpSG vadg tou
GUVETTTUYPEVOU OTaupoeldoUg TUTToU, aPIEPWHEVOG
otov Ayio Acdpato (Apxdyyedo Mixarh).
Movadikd cwldpeva opatd orjuepa Asipava tou
vaou, mou katedagiotnke to 1843, gival évag toixog
Kal n Toixoypagia otnv mpécoyn tng BiAiobrikng,
otnv omnoia ameikovifovtal n MNpooeuxr| otn
leBonuavi, n Mpodoaia tou lodda kal moptpaita
Twv ayiwv og otnBdpia.

21n BiBMioBrikn Asrtoupysi Hikpdg ekBeoIakdg Xwpog
dmou ektiBetal to kohoooiké dyaipa Nikng, Tou
Tummou tng Victoria Romana, émwg kai dAAa eupripata
armé TG avaoKa@Eg OTo XWPO.

I. Mpdmulo Propylon

2. BiBAiootdoio Bibliostasio

3. ApgiBéatpa Auditoria

4. YotepoeAAnVIOTIKEG oIKigG - MpWIUEG pwAaikES OIKieg
Late Hellenistic - Early Roman houses

5. Turjpa tou Yotepoppwpdikou TeiXoug
Part of the Post-Herulian wall

6. Tetpdroyxog vadg Tetraconch church

7. ©¢on vaou «Ayiou Acwpatou ota Xkahid»
Place of “Ayios Asomatos on the Stairs church”

8. Xtéyaotpo Victoria Romana
Victoria Romana gallery
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Hn opatd
non visible

Its imposing Pentelic marble facade was adorned on
each wing by seven unfluted Corinthian columns of
marble from Karystos. The interior courtyard was
surrounded by porticos with a total of 100 columns;
at its center was an oblong cistern with semi-circular
ends. The main areas of the Library were on the
monument’s eastern side. The books (papyrus
scrolls) were kept in a large central two-storey
building, as is shown by the storage niches for them
along its eastern wall. On either side of this space
were two smaller rooms that probably functioned
as reading rooms. Two corner rooms with curved
seating were lecture halls. There were three niches
on the northern and southern sides of the building,
two semi-circular and one square, with pairs of
unfluted columns facing the peristyle. The Library
suffered severe damage during the Herulian invasion
in AD 267, and was later repaired by Herculius, the
Prefect of lllyricum (AD 407-412).

In the early 5th century, in the area of the interior
courtyard of the Roman monument, an imposing
tetraconch church with an atrium was built on its
western side. This tetraconch church was destroyed
in the late 6th century AD, and converted in the
second half of the 7th century AD into a three-aisled
basilica. Atop its ruins there was built in the Ilth
century a Byzantine church known as the church of
the Megali Panaghia, which was demolished in 1885.

ENGLISH

In the I12th century, the Chalkokondylis family built
a small church of the not fully developed cross-
in-square type dedicated to Saint Asomatos (the
Archangel Michael) adjoining part of the facade and
propylon of the Library. Today, the only preserved
visible remains of this church, which was demolished
in 1843, are a wall and wall painting on the Library’s
facade with depictions of the Prayer at Gethsemane,
Judas’s Betrayal of Christ and portraits of saints in
bust form.

There is a small exhibition area in the Library where

the colossal statue of Nike in the type of the Victoria
Romana is on display together with other finds from

excavations in the area.



